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PHOTO  PROOF  —  BECAUSE  YOUR  COINS  ARE  SPECIAL 


For  the  present  they  are  yours  alone,  but  one  day  it  will  be 
time  to  pass  them  on  to  others  who  will  value  them  just  as 
much.  Once  sold,  a  collection  becomes  just  a  fond  memory  - 
that  is,  unless  you  have  it  preserved  by  PHOTO  PROOF. 
Only  PHOTO  PROOF  captures  the  very  essence  of  your 
coins.  Each  piece  is  photographed  through  our  state-of-the- 
art  digital  imaging  process,  which  brings  out  all  of  the  colors 
and  characteristics  that  make  your  coins  unique.  Both  sides 
are  shown  in  vivid  photos  that  are  up  to  six  times  actual  size! 
These  beautiful  images  are  then  mated  with  text  prepared  by 
experts  in  United  States  coinage,  revealing  the  fascinating 
stories  behind  each  particular  coin  type.  The  finishing  touch 
is  a  thorough  analysis  of  your  coin,  detailing  its  qualities  of 
strike,  luster,  toning  and  rarity.  As  Director  of  Research,  it  is 
my  privilege  to  personally  prepare  this  segment  of  each 
PHOTO  PROOF. 

Offering  two  levels  of  service,  PHOTO  PROOF  can  meet  any  need  in  documenting  your 
collection.  PHOTO  PROOF  Deluxe  Service  includes  two  enlarged  images  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
as  well  as  two  close-ups  of  features  that  distinguish  a  particular  variety  or  other  important  aspect  of 
each  coin.  Attribution  of  die  varieties  is  also  included.  I  will  use  Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia,  unless 
another  reference  is  requested.  The  PHOTO  PROOF  Classic  Service  is  a  lower-cost  alternative 
which  includes  all  the  features  of  the  Deluxe,  less  the  close-ups  and  attribution. 

On  the  cover  of  each  PHOTO  PROOF  is  space  to  include  a  personalization  of  your  choosing. 
If  you  elect  to  include  your  own  name,  you  will  thus  become  a  permanent  link  in  that  specimen's 
pedigree.  A  dedication  to  one's  family  is  another  popular  choice.  This  feature  is  entirely  optional, 
but  it's  included  at  no  additional  cost  with  either  the  Classic  or  Deluxe  Service.  Duplicate  copies  of 
your  PHOTO  PROOF  library  may  be  ordered  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  and  you  can  even  alter  the 
personalization. 

PHOTO  PROOF  accepts  all  U.S.  coins  certified  by  NGC,  PCGS  or  ANACS.  Coins  may  be 
submitted  to  PHOTO  PROOF  through  any  NGC  authorized  dealer.  For  more  information  about 
PHOTO  PROOF,  call  1-800-PROOF  67  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  1812,  Parsippany,  NJ  07054-7812. 
Whether  you're  planning  to  sell  your  collection  in  the  near  future,  retain  it  for  years  to  come,  or  pass 
it  on  to  your  family,  you  will  want  to  preserve  your  achievement  with  PHOTO  PROOF,  because  your 
coins  are  special. 


I  look  forward  to  serving  you. 


David  W.  Lange 
Director  of  Research 
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The  Chemistry  for  Refining  Silver  Bullion  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint  in  1875 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Analytical  procedures  now  exist  that  can  accurately  determine  the  presence  of 
trace  elements  in  the  silver  bullion  used  to  strike  19th  century  Seated  coins.  The 
chemistry  for  refining  silver  bullion  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  will  be  evaluated  using 
information  from  an  analytical  element  profile  of  an  1 875-CC  dime.  Because  of  the 
sensitivity  of  the  technique  used  to  monitor  the  components  in  the  Carson  City  dime, 
much  can  be  learned  from  this  analysis  about  the  original  Comstock  Lode  ore  body. 
Moreover,  the  components  found  in  the  1 875-CC  dime  can  help  to  distinguish 
genuine  Carson  City  coins  from  counterfeit  specimens  produced  from  other  ore 
sources.  Data  from  the  1 875-CC  dime  are  compared  to  the  composition  of  high 
quality  silver  powder  and  to  the  composition  of  a  1 960-D  dime  as  a  point  of  reference. 

As  a  practicing  chemist,  I  was  overjoyed  with  the  consistency  of  the  test  data  when 
compared  with  what  is  known  about  how  the  Comstock  ore  body  was  refined  and 
how  the  Mint  purified  the  silver-gold  bullion  brought  in  by  depositors.  While  this  is 
a  technical  article,  I  thought  that  there  would  be  many  readers  who  would  want  to 
learn  more  about  the  chemistry  practiced  during  the  1 9th  century  in  extracting  the 
silver  ore  from  the  Comstock  Lode. 


Entrance  to  the  Chollar  Mine  in  Virginia  City,  Nevada 
where  Comstock  Lode  Ore  was  Mined. 
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For  me,  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  go  back  in  time,  over  1 20  years,  and  apply 
modern  day  analytical  technology  to  study  the  composition  of  the  silver  alloy  used 
to  strike  Carson  City  coins.  It  was  indeed  equal  to  the  experience  of  being  placed 
in  a  time  machine  and  having  the  opportunity  to  revisit  the  past.  In  fact,  it  is  even 
better  than  that,  because  1 20  years  ago  sophisticated  analytical  technology  was  not 
available  to  monitortrace  impurities  atthe  parts  per  million  or  parts  per  billion  levels. 

Before  discussing  the  results  obtained  in  this  article,  I  wantto  acknowledge  Roger 
A.  Lyies  for  supplying  the  1875-CC  dime  in  good  condition  that  was  used  for  the 
analysis  obtained  in  this  article. 

The  General  Method  Used  to  Extract  Silver  and  Gold 
from  the  Comstock  Lode 

The  ore  extracted  from  the  Comstock  Lode  was  crushed  to  a  finely  ground  state 
and  mulled  with  mercury,  sodium  chloride,  copper  sulfate,  water,  and  sulfuric  acid 
and  cooked  for  several  hours  in  a  cast  iron  pan.  This  treatment  is  necessary  to  make 
sure  thatthe  precious  metals  are  in  the  atomic  state  and  can  amalgamate  readily  with 
the  mercury. 

The  chemicals  were  then  transferred  to  settling  tanks  and  the  tailings  were  flushed 
out  using  water.  The  residual  material  was  placed  in  a  canvas  bag  and  squeezed  to 
remove  the  excess  mercury.  The  residue  in  the  bag  was  retorted  in  a  cast  iron  pot 
to  distill  off  the  mercury  to  be  collected  forfurther  use.  The  retort  was  heated  to  a  dull 
red  after  the  mercury  distillation  and  then  allowed  to  cool.  The  solids  in  the  retort  were 
allowed  to  cool  and  then  mixed  with  fluxes  and  melted  to  produce  a  bar  of  silver-gold 
bullion.  The  bullion  was  sent  to  the  Carson  City  Mint  or  shipped  to  San  Francisco 
for  further  refining. 

Purification  of  the  Silver-Gold  Bullion  at  the  Mint 

The  bullion  received  at  the  Carson  City  Mint  was  melted  and  poured  into  a  bar 
or  ingot.  Two  chips  were  removed  from  the  opposite  corners  of  the  ingot  and  sent 
to  the  assayer  to  determine  the  quantities  of  silver  and  gold  present.  After  analysis, 
the  depositor  was  paid  and  the  weighed  ingot  stamped  with  the  degree  of  fineness. 

To  purify  and  to  separate  the  gold  from  the  silver,  the  ingot  was  again  melted.  The 
molten  metal  was  poured  into  water  to  make  granules.  This  was  done  because  the 
granules  have  more  surface  area  and  can  therefore  be  more  readily  dissolved  in  nitric 
acid.  The  granules  were  placed  in  33  gallon  porcelain  pots  and  boiled  with  nitric  acid 
to  dissolve  the  silver.  The  brown  material  that  remained  insoluble  was  gold  sand. 

4Ag  +  6HNO3  4AgN03  +  NO  +  NO^  +  SH^O 

The  nitric  acid  treatment  lasted  six  hours  and  separated  most  of  the  base  metals 
and  silver  from  the  gold  sand.  The  resulting  silver  nitrate  solution  or  liquor  was 
siphoned  into  a  precipitation  tank  where  a  known  quantity  of  sodium  chloride  was 
added.  White  curds  of  silver  chloride  were  formed. 

AgNOg  +  NaCI  AgCI  +  NaN03 

The  silver  chloride  was  filtered  and  washed  with  water.  The  filtrate  containing  the 
base  metal  impurities  was  discarded.  The  silver  chloride  curds  were  transferred  into 
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a  reducing  vat  where  water,  metallic  zinc,  and  sulfuric  acid  were  added.  The  action 
of  the  acid  on  the  zinc  produced  hydrogen  which  helped  reduce  the  silver  chloride 
to  silver  metal. 

Zn  +  H^SO^  +  ZnSO, 

2AgCI  +  2Ag  +  2HCI 

2AgCI  +  Zn  2Ag  +  ZnCI^ 

The  resulting  silver  sponge  was  placed  in  a  hydraulic  press  to  remove  most  of  the 
trapped  water.  The  silver  was  then  dried  in  a  drying  pan  where  heat  was  applied  to 
getthe  silver  completely  dry.  The  silver  was  then  melted  and  cast  into  bars  and  again 
assayed  for  purity,  weighed,  and  appropriately  stamped  in  terms  of  fineness.  The 
gold  sand  remaining  afterthe  silver  nitrate  was  siphoned  off,  was  treated  again  with 
nitric  acid  and  boiled  for  another  six  hours.  The  acid  solution  was  drained  off  and  the 
gold  sand  washed  with  water  to  remove  residual  acid  and  soluble  impurities.  The 
gold  sand  was  treated  with  sulfuric  acid  to  further  purify  it.  The  gold  sand  was 
separated  from  the  acid,  washed,  dried,  melted,  and  cast  into  bars  for  analysis.  The 
weight  and  purity  of  the  gold  bars  was  noted  and  recorded. 

Silver  and  Gold  Bars  Used  to  Make  Coins 

The  silver  and  gold  bars  or  ingots  were  mixed  with  copper  and  melted  to  give  a 
silver-copper  alloy  or  a  gold-copper  alloy  containing  90%  precious  metal  and  1 0% 
copper  by  weight.  The  new  ingots  were  1 2.5  inches  long,  one  half  inch  thick  and  one 
and  five-eighths  inches  wide.  After  weighing,  the  ingots  were  turned  over  to  the  coiner 
who  went  through  the  usual  steps  to  produce  the  blanks.  The  blanks  went  to  the 
whitening  room,  where  they  were  boiled  in  soap  suds,  rinsed  and  dried  in  a  pan  using 
steam  heat. 

In  the  adjusting  room,  each  blank  was  weighed.  If  the  blanks  were  out  of 
specification  on  the  heavy  side,  the  adjuster  filed  off  some  alloy.  If  the  blanks  were 
too  light,  they  were  remelted  into  ingots  and  used  again.  The  blanks  became 
planchets  and  were  taken  to  the  milling  machine  to  raise  the  edges.  The  planchets 
were  taken  to  the  whitening  room  to  be  annealed  and  cleaned  again.  A  dilute  sulfuric 
acid  solution  was  used  to  remove  any  tarnish  on  the  silver  planchets  caused  by  the 
annealing  process.  The  planchets  were  brightened  or  polished  using  a  revolving 
riddle  containing  sawdust.  Finally  the  planchets  were  ready  for  the  coin  presses. 

Results  and  Discussion 

Table  I  gives  an  element  profile  for  high  quality  silver  powder,  and  an  element 
profile  for  a  1 960-D  dime  and  an  1 875-CC  dime.  The  three  sources  of  silver  were 
analyzed  by  Inductively  Coupled  Plasma-Mass  Spectroscopy  which  can  determine 
trace  elements  in  a  sample  solution.  The  solution  is  atomized  in  an  argon  plasma. 
The  ions  are  separated  and  detected  using  a  quadrupole  Mass  Spectrometer. 

The  purpose  of  the  analysis  was  to  compare  the  elements  present  in  the  1 875-CC 
dime  to  the  elements  in  high  quality  modern  day  refined  silver  and  the  silver  used  in 
1 960  at  the  Denver  Mint.  The  Carson  City  Mint  in  1 875  used  a  refining  method  called 
the  nitric  acid  process  which  was  supposed  to  produce  silver  of  99.8%  to  99.9% 
purity.  In  contrast,  the  Denver  Mint  in  1 960  used  silver  produced  by  the  electrolytic 
process  which  gave  a  higher  quality  silver.  Inspection  of  Table  I  shows  the 
tremendous  differences  in  the  quality  of  the  silver  in  the  two  coins  produced  under 
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the  two  refining  methods.  One  quickly  notices  the  large  difference  in  the  lead 
content  between  the  two  dimes  made  during  different  periods  in  our  history.  The 
lead  in  the  Carson  City  coin  is  believed  to  have  come  from  two  sources,  from  the 
ore  itself  and  from  the  lead  lined  vats  used  at  the  Mint  to  purify  the  silver.  Once  lead 
chloride  is  coprecipitated  with  silver  chloride,  it  can  be  difficult  to  remove. 

TABLE  I 

Elemental  Analysis  of  the  High  Quality  Silver  Powder, 
the  1960-D  Dime  and  the  1875-CC  Dime  by  ICP-MS 

The  results  are  in  /jg/g  except  for  copper  in  the  two  dimes  which  is  reported  in 
percent  by  weight. 


Element  &  Symbol 

nign  viiuaiiiy 
Silver  Powder 

1  Qdn  n 
1 you-u 

Dime 

1  O  /  O-V-rV./ 

Dime 

Arsenic,  As 

— 

<3. 

58. 

Gold,  Au 

0.13 

7.3 

38. 

Bismuth,  Bi 

<0.01 

5. 

70. 

Cadmium,  Cd 

<0.01 

<0.05 

<0.05 

Chromium,  Cr 

0.015 

<0.2 

<0.2 

Copper,  Cu 

0.028 

10.0% 

10.0% 

Iron,  Fe 

0.75 

2. 

<2. 

Mercury,  Hg 

<0.004 

0.27 

58. 

Iridium,  Ir 

<0.01 

<0.2 

<0.2 

Maganese,  Mn 

0.004 

0.48 

0.019 

Nickel,  Ni 

0.017 

0.62 

34. 

Lead,  Pb 

<0.05 

21. 

8400. 

Palladium,  Pd 

<0.01 

6.6 

6.0 

Platinum,  Pt 

<0.001 

0.56 

<0.01 

Rhodium,  Rh 

<0.0001 

2.5 

2.5 

Antimony,  Sb 

0.22 

0.42 

11. 

Selenium,  Se 

1.9 

2.3 

97. 

Tin,  Sn 

0.044 

0.34 

0.69 

Tellurium,  Te 

0.006 

2.2 

5.1 

Zinc,  Zn 

0.039 

280. 

260. 

<  =  less  than 

NOTE:  The  precision  of  the  data  is  expected  to  be  between  1%  and  5%  of  the 
reported  figures.  The  two  dimes  were  thoroughly  cleaned  priorto  dissolution 
so  that  any  surface  contamination  could  be  avoided. 
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Table  II  shows  the  quality  of  the  three  different  sources  of  silver.  In  the  case  of  the 
two  dimes,  the  purity  of  the  silver  is  estimated  by  calculation  after  removing  the 
copper  content.  The  author  assumes  that  the  copper  used  to  make  the  90%  silver 
10%  copper  alloy  was  approximately  99.9%  in  purity. 

TABLE  II 

Estimated  Purity  of  the  Silver  In  the  Three  Samples. 

Data  is  expressed  in  percent  with  the  assumption  that  most  of  the  impurities  were 
in  the  silver  and  not  the  copper  portion  of  the  alloy. 


Table  III  shows  that  the  Denver  Mint  coin  had  the  proper  copper-silver  alloy  ratio 
requiredto  makethedime.  In  contrast,  the  Carson  City  dimefell  short  of  the  amount 
of  silver  needed  to  satisfy  the  90%  silver  10%  copper  alloy  composition  require- 
ment. In  his  encyclopedia,  Walter  Breen  writes  the  following:  "Claims  were  made 
that  CC  silver  coins  were  light  in  weight  and  of  substandard  alloy.  In  1 873,  the  Mint 
Bureau  ordered  extra  sample  coins  to  be  taken  at  random  from  various  deliveries 
and  shipped  to  Philadelphia  for  testing,  where  assays  found  them  to  be  below  legal 
limits."  The  analysis  of  the  1 875-CC  dime  supports  Breen's  comment.  However,  one 
dime  with  low  silver  content  does  not  mean  all  or  most  Carson  City  silver  coins  were 
light  in  silver.  My  personal  opinion  is  that  there  was  no  intentional  effort  by  Mint 
officials  to  short  the  silver  content  in  Carson  City  coinage,  but  rather,  I  feel  that  the 
crude  Mint  refining  method  was  largely  to  blame.  Probably,  unskilled  workers,  the 
lack  of  good  analytical  procedures,  the  lack  of  good  analytical  samples,  the 
complexity  of  the  Comstock  Lode  ore  and  the  equipment  used,  all  played  some  role 
in  the  likelihood  of  substandard  alloy  purity.  I  say  this  from  a  chemist's  point  of  view 
with  experience  in  the  chemistry  used  in  1 875  to  purify  the  silver.  Additionally,  the 
only  analytical  procedure  used  atthetime,  afire  assay,  measured  justtwo  elements, 
silver  and  gold. 


TABLE  III 

Estimated  Percent  Components  in  the  1960-D  and  1 875-CC  Dimes 


Sample 

High  Quality  Silver  Powder 
1960-D  Dime 
1 875-CC  Dime 


Purity 


99.9997% 

99.963% 

98.996% 


1960-D  Dime 


1 875-CC  Dime 


Copper 
Silver 

Lead  &  Other  Impurities 


10% 
90% 
<0.04% 


10% 
89% 
1% 


100% 


1 00% 
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The  reader  may  now  ask  howthe  information  in  this  article  can  be  used  to  identify 
a  specific  coin  as  a  counterfeit.  Table  IV  shows  the  elements  expected  to  be  at  high 
levels  in  Carson  City  coins  when  compared  to  an  alloy  made  from  electrorefined 
silver.  For  a  genuine  Carson  City  coin,  one  should  expect  to  see  high  levels  of 
arsenic,  bismuth,  mercury,  nickel,  lead,  antimony  and  selenium  in  the  coin.  By 
submitting  a  suspect  coin  for  X-Ray  Fluorescence  Analysis,  a  nondestructive  test, 
one  can  get  an  element  profile  of  the  coin.  A  genuine  Carson  City  coin  should 
contain  these  seven  elements  at  high  levels  when  compared  to  the  results  for  the 
1960-D  dime.  The  data  in  this  paper  can  serve  as  a  fingerprint  for  the  elements 
expected  to  be  present  at  higher  levels  in  Carson  City  silver  coinage.  However,  the 
amount  of  these  elements  present  might  vary  to  some  extent  from  coin  to  coin. 

TABLE  IV 

Elements  Useful  in  Characterizing  Carson  City  Silver  Coinage 

Arsenic  Bismuth  Mercury 

Nickel  Lead  Antimony  Selenium 

Table  V  gives  the  main  minerals  of  silver  found  in  rich  silver  ore  bodies.  The  high 
levels  of  arsenic(As)  and  antimony  (Sb)  in  the  1 875-CC  dime  are  sure  indicators  that 
the  Comstock  Lode  contained  some  of  the  minerals  seen  in  this  table.  The  high 
levels  of  mercury  seen  in  the  1 875-CC  dime  confirm  that  the  mercury  amalgamation 
method  was  used  in  extracting  the  gold  and  silver  from  Comstock  Lode  ore. 


TABLE  V 


Silver  Minerals  of  Economic  Importance 


Structure 

Mineral  Name 

Ag,s 

Argentite 

AQgAsSg 

Proustite 

AggSbSg 

Pyrargyrite 

Ag^SbS, 

Polybosite 

Ag.SbS, 

Stephanite 

AgCI 

Cerargyrite 

NOTE:  Copper,  lead,  selenium,  tellurium,  bismuth,  zinc,  iron,  nickel,  plus  precious 
metals  are  often  associated  with  the  above  silver  minerals. 


Conclusions 

The  writer  believes  that  the  information  provided  in  this  article  goes  a  long  way 
in  dispelling  some  of  the  myths  as  to  why  some  Carson  City  coins  may  have  been 
substandard  in  composition.  Perhaps  the  blame  should  not  have  been  placed  on 
the  management  of  the  Mint  but  rather  on  the  refining  method  and  chemical 
separation  techniques  used  at  that  time.  Moreover,  the  Mint  had  limited  analytical 
tools  to  monitor  the  quality  of  their  purified  silver  and  gold. 
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Additionally,  we  now  have  a  much  better  idea  about  what  trace  elenrients  the 
numismatist  can  expect  to  find  in  valuable  Carson  City  silver  coins.  All  of  the  trace 
element  impurities  in  Carson  City  silver  coins  can  be  related  back  to  the  original  ore 
body  and  the  methods  used  to  refine  the  silver.  All  parts  of  the  puzzle  come  together 
when  one  reviews  the  chemistry  of  the  refining  process  and  studies  the  analysis  of  the 
trace  elements  in  the  Carson  City  dime. 
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Fourth  Collective  Volume  Now  Available 

Copies  of  the  Fourth  Collective  Volume  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  are  now 
availableforimmediatedelivery  to  interested  members.  This  new  collective  volume 
contains  the  articles  that  were  published  in  Issues  #49  to  #63  of  the  journal  from 
November  1990  to  July  1995.  The  articles  in  these  issues  have  been  ordered  by 
denomination  and  date  so  that  information  on  a  particular  date  or  series  is  easy  to 
locate  in  the  book.  The  new  volume  was  created  from  a  600  page  manuscript  and 
contains  many  important  articles  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  new  book 
contains  articles  on  numismatic  history,  on  the  production  of  coinage  dies,  on  mint 
practices  of  the  1 9th  century,  on  the  die  characteristics  of  many  rare  dates,  on  rarity 
studies  for  particular  dates  and  on  the  identification  of  many  die  varieties. 

This  collective  volume  contains  the  latest  available  research  on  the  silver  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  of  the  1 9th  century.  Each  book  is  attractively  bound  in  a  hard  cover 
in  a  7  by  10  inch  format. 

Books  can  be  purchased  at  the  established  price  of  $44  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 

John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 

5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 

Kettering,  Ohio  45429 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838     AU-53,  Small  stars   $315 

1838     VF-20,  Large  stars   18 

1838-0  VF-18,V-2   180 

1838-  0  G-6,V-2    75 

1839-  0  G-6,  Reverse  of  1838    550 

1840-  O  VF-30,  V-4,  No  drapery   35 

1842      AU-55   95 

1850-O  VF-20,  Large  0,  cleaned   30 

1852-0  EF-45,  lustrous   250 

1853     With  arrows.  AU-55   80 

1857  MS-63,  NGC,  medium  toning  . .  200 

1857-0  MS-60,  white    275 

1861/0    EF-45,  V-5   195 

DIMES 

1838-0  G-6,  PCI    $30 

1842-0  VF-20,  Medium  0   45 

1857-  0  AU-58,  white,  lustrous   225 

1858-  S   EF-40,  dark,  a  few  marks    200 

1862      MS-62,  ANACS,  nice  PL    175 

1876-00  MS-65,  PCGS,  BR  #3397,  DDR  1075 

1890-S   MS-60,  PCGS,  GR-1 03    300 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S   EF-48,  S/S,  lustrous   $175 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1876     MS-60,  cleaned,  full  strike   $350 

QUARTERS 

1843     AU-55,  Briggs-IA,  rev  crack  . . .  $200 

1844-0  VF-30,  Blundered  4   65 

1845/5   AU-55,  Briggs-3C,  nice   300 

1 857  AU-59,  frosty,  nice  type   210 

1858-0  VF-20,  Briggs-2B,  rev  scratch  . .  35 

1877-S   AU-55,  PCGS,  S/ horizontal  S . .  375 

1888-S   AU-58,  Briggs-3C,  PL  obv   160 

HALF  DOLURS 

1843-0  VF-20,  cleaned   $38 

1855/4    VF-20,  PCI    150 

1856-0  VF-20    40 

1858  AU-55,  cleaned    110 

1858-  0  EF-40,  Breen  #4882    63 

1859-  0  EF-45,  Breen  #4891    125 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1859-0  AU-50,  PCI   $335 

1859-S  VF-35,  PCI,  old  light  cleaning  . .  575 

1860      EF-45,  PCI,  white   500 

1865     VF-30,  PCI,  light  scratch   285 

1870-CC  VF-20,  Obv  1,  Rev  1,  rare    550 


Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
14  day  return  for  coins  in  unopened  Inolders. 
Personal  checks  must  clear. 
Add  $2.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 
California  residents  add  7.25%  tax. 


Dr.  Eugene  Bruder  •  LSCC  #511  & 
Kevin  Zeitler  •  LSCC  #1511 

650  Rio  Undo  Ave,  Suite  11,  Chico,  CA  95926 
Telephone  (916)  894-0801  evenings  •  FAX  (916)  895-1846 
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Transitional  Reverses  on  Liberty  Seated  Halves 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

Liberty  Seated  halves  forthe  years  1 876  and  1 877  have  long  been  classified  by  two 
different  reverse  die  types.  The  Type  1  reverse  is  most  easily  identified  by  the  split  or 
open  bud  below  the  stem  and  leaves  of  the  olive  branch.  The  Type  2  reverse  has  a 
closed  bud  below  the  stem  and  leaves  of  the  olive  branch.  The  picture  of  the  Type  1 
reverse  also  demonstrates  a  possible  reason  for  the  design  change  to  the  Type  2 
reverse  style.  The  picture  of  the  Type  1  reverse  clearly  shows  design  weakness  in  the 
details  on  the  leaves  of  the  olive  branch.  Apparently  this  was  the  result  of  continued 
wear  on  the  reverse  hub,  as  this  type  of  weal<  detail  is  evident  on  several  mint  state  and 
proof  Type  1  coins  in  my  collection  for  the  years  1 876  and  1 877. 

There  are  other  differences  between  the  two  reverse  types  besides  the  open  and 
closed  buds  below  the  olive  branch.  Some  of  the  most  noticeable  differences  are  in 
the  details  on  the  olive  leaves.  When  the  change  was  made  to  the  new  Type  2  reverse 
hub,  the  details  on  the  leaves  were  strengthened  significantly,  most  probably  to 
eliminate  the  design  weaknesses  previously  noted  in  the  Type  1  reverse.  The  center 
lines  on  the  leaves  of  the  Type  2  reverse  are  strong  and  clearly  defined.  This  is 
particularly  notable  on  the  middle  pair  of  leaves.  The  centerline  on  the  lower  of  these 
two  leaves  is  almost  totally  undefined  on  the  Type  1  reverse.  On  the  Type  2  reverse 
the  well  defined  raised  centerline  on  this  leaf  is  clearly  visible,  even  on  relatively  low 
grade  circulated  specimens. 


Type  1  Reverse,  Open  Bud  Reverse 
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In  their  outstanding  reference  book  on  Liberty  Seated  halves,  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill 
Bugert  identify  a  variety  of  the  1 877  half  which  has  a  Transitional  reverse,  their  WB-1 02 
variety  for  this  date.  Note  that  the  detail  on  the  olive  leaves  in  the  picture  of  the 
Transitional  reverse  is  identical  to  the  detail  on  the  Type  2  reverse,  but  the  lower  bud 
is  split,  as  on  the  Type  1  reverse.  This  variety  of  the  1 877  half  is  extremely  rare.  Fewer 
than  20  examples  of  this  variety  have  been  found  by  Liberty  Seated  collectors. 

I  have  made  a  number  of  other  interesting  observations  about  the  transitional 
reverses.  Wiley  and  Bugert  theorize  that  the  1 877  Transitional  reverse  working  die 
came  from  the  same  working  hub  as  the  Type  2  reverse.  I  agree  with  this 
assessment,  as  there  are  a  number  of  similarities  between  all  Type  2  reverse  dies 
and  the  Transitional  reverse  dies.  The  most  notable  of  these  are  a  slight  doubling 
of  the  motto  and  some  visible  die  scratches  on  the  middle  leaf  of  the  olive  branch. 
These  characteristics  are  evident  on  all  Type  2  reverses  from  1 876  through  1 891 . 
The  motto  doubling  is  clearly  evident  only  on  the  final  T  on  most  pieces.  The  only 
coin  I  have  seen  with  doubling  on  virtually  the  full  motto  is  my  example  of  the  1 877 
half  with  the  Transitional  reverse,  which  is  a  strongly  struck  MS-64  coin.  On  this  coin 
the  entire  motto  is  doubled,  most  notably  at  the  top  of  the  IN,  on  the  lower  right  side 
of  the  G,  at  the  top  of  the  WE,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  ST.  I  have  other  mint  state 
and  proof  examples  of  coins  with  the  Type  2  reverse,  but  none  of  these  show  the 
full  doubling.  Apparently,  either  the  working  hub  or  the  dies  themselves  wore 
quickly  to  obscure  this  doubling.  The  die  scratches  on  the  middle  leaf  appear  as 
indentations  on  the  coins,  and  are  thus  consistent  with  scratches  on  the  working 
hub  rather  than  on  the  actual  dies.  These  scratches  are  evident  on  all  Type  2 
reverses  through  1 891 . 

After  acquiring  my  example  of  the  1 877  half  with  the  Transitional  reverse,  I  spent 


Type  2  Reverse,  Closed  Bud  Reverse 
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1877  Half  Dollar,  Transitional  Reverse 


Transitional  Reverse,  Doubled  T  in  TRUST 
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considerable  time  studying  the  details  of  the  reverse  die.  I  soon  realized  that  I  had 
another  half  in  my  collection  which  also  had  the  Transitional  reverse.  This  second 
coin  is  an  1876  half  which  Wiley  and  Bugert  classify  as  WB-1 03,  errant  6  in  denticles. 
There  are  two  different  obverse  dies  for  this  variety,  one  with  the  errant  6  below  the 
space  between  the  76,  the  second  with  the  errant  6  directly  below  the  7.  The  first 
obverse  is  paired  with  a  Type  1  reverse,  the  second  with  the  Transitional  reverse. 
I  have  obtained  two  examples  of  this  second  obverse  variety,  and  confirmed  the 
Transitional  reverse  on  both  coins.  In  addition  to  the  WB-1 03  marriage,  I  have  found 
another  1876  half  with  the  Transitional  reverse,  with  a  different  reverse  die  from 
either  the  1876  WB-1 03  or  the  1877  WB-1 02  varieties.  I  spoke  recently  with  Bill 
Bugert  and  he  indicated  that  he  and  Randy  Wiley  have  catalogued  five  different 
Transitional  reverse  dies  for  1876  marriages.  I  also  recently  discovered  an  1881 
proof  coin  with  the  Transitional  reverse. 

The  above  data  confirm  Wiley  and  Bugert's  explanation  for  the  Transitional  reverse 
in  their  book  on  half  dollar  die  varieties.  I  believe  that  the  working  hub  was  first 
reworked  to  strengthen  the  design,  resulting  in  the  well  defined  leaf  centerlines. 
Then  a  number  of  working  dies  were  generated  to  test  the  new  design.  Finally  the 
lower  bud  was  reworked  and  the  working  hub  used  for  the  remainder  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  series.  At  least  seven  of  the  Transitional  reverse  dies  were  produced.  At  least 
five  were  used  in  1 876,  one  more  in  1 877,  and  another  in  1 881 . 

The  1881  coin  is  a  previously  unreported  variety,  the  third  for  this  year.  Coins 
struck  from  regular  Type  1  and  Type  2  reverse  dies  also  exist  for  this  year.  The 


Transitional  Reverse,  Doubling  in  Motto 
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existence  of  the  Transitional  reverse  for  this  year  strengthens  the  possibility  that 
there  are  other  varieties  with  the  Transitional  reverse  for  the  years  1878  through 
1 880.  Perhaps  they  have  already  been  found  and  have  been  identified  as  varieties 
with  the  Type  1  reverse.  Do  other  club  members  have  coins  with  the  Transitional 
reverse  from  other  years,  or  from  either  the  San  Francisco  or  Carson  City  branch 
mints?  I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members  who  have 
additional  information  on  coins  with  the  Transitional  reverse.  Interested  members 
can  write  to  me  as  follows:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 1 
can  also  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (713)  334-2476. 

Reference  Text 

"The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert, 
(1993),  published  by  DLRC  Press. 


HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

HALF  DIMES 

1837  G-4,  No  stars,  Small  date,  full  rims,  nice   $22.50 

1838  VG-8,  Small  stars,  attractive  original   27.50 

1838       VF-35,  Small  stars,  scattered  tiny  marks,  nice    75.00 

1838       XF-45,  Small  stars,  early  die  state,  dark  gray   145.00 

1840-O    VG-10,  No  drapery.  Large  0,  old  cleaning,  scarce   45.00 

1840-  O     G-4,  With  drapery.  Small  0,  full  rims    25.00 

1841-  0    XF-45,  beautiful  rainbow  toning   135.00 

1842-  0    XF-40,  lightly  toned  original,  an  old  obverse  scratch   275.00 

1844-0    AG-3,  Small  0,  upset  reverse,  a  few  scratches   40.00 

1 844-0     G4/AG3,  Large  0,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks   75.00 

1844-0    G-5,  Large  0,  numerous  obverse  scratches   45,00 

1 845       VF-20,  repunched  date,  1 845/1 845,  nice   30.00 

1847       VF-30,  pleasing  example    25.00 

1847       XF-45,  choice  original   47  50 

1 849/6     VF-35,  V-2,  late  die  state,  nice   60.00 

1 849/6     AU-50,  V-2,  late  die  state,  reverse  die  breaks,  old  staple  mark   95.00 

1849       VF-30,  nice  for  grade    25.00 

1849-0     G-4,  old  cleaning,  decent  example    20.00 

1851-  0     VF-25,  pleasing  original    32.50 

1852  AU-58,  light  reverse  scratch   115.00 

1852-  0     G-4,  old  cleaning,  decent  example    20.00 

1 853  G-4,  No  arrows,  nice  for  grade   25.00 

1853-  0     G-5,  No  Arrows,  several  heavy  rim  marks   65.00 

1 853-0     G-5,  No  arrows,  old  cleaning,  retoned   1 30.00 

1 853-0    VG8/F1 2,  No  arrows,  old  light  cleaning,  nice   265.00 

1 853-0  PCGS  VG-1 0,  No  arrows,  old  scratch  in  drapery,  several  other  marks . .  245.00 

1853-0     F-1 2,  No  arrows,  a  few  minor  obverse  scratches   275.00 

1857-0    VF-20,  attractive  light  toning   27.50 

1857-0    VF-35,  a  few  light  marks,  nice  light  toning    32.50 

1858       F-1 5,  Over  inverted  date,  pleasing   47.50 

1 858  VF-20,  Doubled  date,  Breen  #3090,  cleaned,  retoned,  a  few 

light  obverse  scratches   95.00 

1858  XF-45,  sharp  original   45.00 

1859  F-1 5,  old  light  cleaning,  nice  for  grade   22.50 

1859  VF20A/F30,  attractive  golden  toning   32.50 

1859-0    VF20A/F35,  lightly  cleaned,  tiny  obverse  mark   40.00 

1860  VF-30, 1  &  0  in  date  clearly  recut,  nice   50.00 

1861/0     F-15,  lightly  cleaned,  a  few  old  scratches   30.00 

1861  MS-60,  obverse  clash  marks    115.00 

1861       PCGS  MS-62,  a  choice,  frosty  example   150.00 

1864  VG-8,  lightly  toned,  a  few  obverse  digs   295.00 

1865  XF-45,  old  light  cleaning,  rare    500.00 

1872-S     G-4,  mintmark  below  wreath,  micro  mintmark   42.50 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative  grading  and  accurate  descriptions 
guaranteed.  1 0  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage 
and  handling.  California  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternative  selections  when  possible. 
Thank  you.  Now  accepting  VISA  and  MASTERCARD  orders.  Include  raised  information  on  card. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G  •  Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 

V  ^  J 
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More  on  the  Broken  Stripe  Quarter  Reverse 


by 

Carson  Torpey 

Several  articles  have  appeared  in  the  journal  concerning  the  broken  vertical 
stripes  in  the  reverse  shield  on  Liberty  Seated  quarters.  For  these  reverses  the  first 
two  vertical  stripes  in  the  shield  are  interrupted  by  a  circular  depression  which 
happens  to  be  at  the  exact  center  of  the  design.  The  lowest  horizontal  line  in  the 
shield  is  also  partially  cut  away  at  this  point.  This  defect  is  known  to  appear  for  the 
years  1847,  1848,  1849,  1854,  1855,  1856,  1857  and  1858.  Information  about  the 
broken  stripe  reverse  appears  in  Issues  #1 2,  #1 4,  #53  amd  #54  of  the  journal  and 
also  in  "The  Comprehensive  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Quar- 
ters" by  Larry  Briggs.  In  his  encyclopedia  Briggs  refers  to  it  as  a  compass  point 
reverse. 

At  this  point  several  observations  should  be  made.  In  the  years  from  1847  to 
1 858,  the  style  of  the  date  changed.  It  was  larger  than  in  previous  years  and  it  was 
designed  with  more  flare  during  these  years.  The  shape  of  the  denticles  also 
changed  in  1 847.  This  period  ended  in  1 859  when  new  art  work  was  introduced  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  design. 

While  browsing  through  Coin  World's  "Comprehensive  Catalog  &  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  Coins",  I  stopped  to  look  at  the  pattern  quarter  dollars  in  this  series. 
I  noticed  that  the  first  entry  was  a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  with  an  unusual  and  very 
large  flange.  The  piece  is  described  as  a  master  die  trial  strike.  It  has  the  broken 
stripe  on  the  reverse  and  a  similar  depression  on  the  obverse!  Along  with  this 
depression  there  is  an  etched  circle,  crudely  made  as  though  by  hand.  The  obverse 
has  no  stars,  just  this  circle.  The  reverse  contains  the  eagle  and  shield  and  the 
lettering  but  no  denticles.  There  is  a  circle  on  the  reverse  running  through  the  serifs 


Incomplete  Master  Dies  Trial  Piece 
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of  the  lettering.  Here  is  how  the  Catalog  describes  it: 

E788  (1840)  Incomplete  Master  Dies  Trial  Piece.  Obv.  Liberty  Seated  of  the  With 
Drapery  design  adopted  in  1 840.  Denticled  border.  No  stars  or  date,  small  hole  as 
from  compass  point  in  the  Liberty's  right  thigh,  and  corresponding  tracing  circle 
inside  the  denticles  where  the  stars  would  be  added  later,  unevenfield.  Rev.  Similar 
to  the  new  1 840  rev.  with  sharply  curved  claws  and  no  tongue  on  the  eagle,  but  no 
denticles  on  rim.  Small  compass  hole  at  top  of  vertical  stripe  in  shield.  Very  uneven 
field,  including  tracing  marks  through  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  QUAR. 
DOL.  Struck  on  large  brass  disc.  Plain  Edge.  J-1 1 0  Unique.  Note:  The  1 840  rev.  has 
fewer  but  wider  denticles  than  the  1 839  rev.  This  piece  was  struck  from  a  new  master 
die  before  the  denticles  were  added  to  it,  possibly  while  Gobrecht  was  considering 
what  style  to  use." 

If  the  tracing  circle  was  made  with  a  compass,  the  compass  would  need  a 
depression  in  which  to  rest  on  the  hard  steel  surface  of  the  master  hub.  This  small 
round  depression  meets  this  need.  This  depression  would  have  to  be  made  on  the 
masterhub.  Onthistrial  piece  struck  from  a  master  die,  the  hole  is  on  the  trial  piece. 
This  means  that  the  master  die  had  a  raised  bump  that  would  have  come  from  a 
depression  in  the  master  hub.  On  the  obverse  of  the  trial  piece,  one  can  see  that  an 
arm  of  each  star  would  follow  the  tracing  circle.  Onthe  reverse  the  tracing  circle  lies 
along  the  upper  side  of  the  lower  serifs  of  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  along 
the  lower  side  of  the  top  serifs  of  QUAR.  DOL.  After  the  tracing  circle  served  its 
purpose,  it  could  be  polished  off  the  master  die  since  it  was  not  set  too  deeply  into 
the  die.  I  wonder  if  there  are  any  coins  that  still  might  show  evidence  of  the  tracing 
circle.  The  recessed  compass  point  could  be  removed  from  the  working  dies  where 
it  would  appear  as  a  raised  dot. 

The  next  piece  in  Coin  World's  Catalog  is  #E789,  an  1857  Experimental  Trial 
Piece.  The  obverse  is  of  the  regular  style  but  the  reverse  is  plain  except  for  the 
legend,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  and  QUAR.  DOL;  and  the  denticles.  The 
Catalog  states,  "This  piece  was  presumably  made  to  test  a  ring  punch  bearing  all 
of  the  letters  of  the  reverse  legend.  Such  a  punch  would  speed  up  the  production 
of  master  dies,  which  were  prepared  for  most  denominations  in  the  late  1 850s."  With 
the  use  of  a  ring  punch,  a  tracing  circle  would  not  be  needed  and,  of  course,  there 
was  no  need  for  the  compass  point. 

The  next  entry  in  the  Catalog  is  #E790,  an  1 858  Revised  Design  Trial  Piece  that 
contains  the  new  Longacre/Paquet  design  first  used  in  1 859.  It  would  seem  that  in 
the  late  1 850s  the  mint  was  experimenting  with  new  production  methods  and  new 
technology.  This  may  explain  why  the  compass  point  does  not  appear  after  1 858. 
But  it  doesn't  reveal  why  it  first  appeared  in  1 847,  even  though  it  was  on  the  master 
hub  as  early  as  1 840.  My  thoughts  are  that  production  methods  for  coinage  dies 
changed  in  1 847.  I  feel  that  the  change  in  date  style  and  the  change  in  the  shape 
of  the  denticles  are  clues  to  these  modifications.  Remember,  the  Liberty  Seated 
design  itself  was  introduced  as  a  way  to  showcase  the  new  technology  that  the 
second  Philadelphia  Mint  acquired  when  it  was  built. 

But  all  of  this  discussion  doesn't  explain  just  how  this  circular  depression  was 
made.  Was  it  actually  made  by  a  compass?  Was  it  made  by  a  lathe  which  held  the 
steel  rods  that  were  being  turned  into  hubs  and  dies  as  suggested  by  Andrew  Wells 
in  Issue  #54  of  the  journal.  In  his  Seated  quarter  encyclopedia,  Larry  Briggs  states 
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that  it  was  the  result  of  the  stylus  used  in  creating  the  master  hub.  Was  a  simple 
hammer  and  punch  used  to  produce  this  depression?  In  time  someone  may  find  the 
answer  to  these  questions  through  continued  research  on  the  series. 

In  his  book  "The  United  States  Mint  and  Coinage",  Don  Taxay  states  that  up  until 
about  1 860  the  master  dies  were  made  using  a  manually  operated  screw  press,  but 
by  1860  a  hydraulic  press  was  introduced.  I  have  to  wonder  if  there  is  any 
connection  between  this  new  press  and  the  new  1859  Liberty  Seated  design. 

To  summarize,  a  compass  point  seems  to  have  been  used  in  producing  coinage 
dies  to  make  a  tracing  circle  which  helped  in  locating  the  stars  and  legend  on  the 
master  dies  at  least  as  early  as  1 840.  Some  modifications  were  made  to  the  dies  in 
1 847  and  the  compass  point  began  to  appear  on  the  actual  coins.  There  is  no  proof 
that  the  modifications  and  the  compass  point  are  related,  but  they  both  first  appear 
in  1847. 1  speculate  that  a  change  in  the  production  process  occurred  in  this  year 
which  led  to  the  broken  stripe  being  overlooked  on  some  dies.  New  technology  in 
the  form  of  a  ring  punch  was  being  tested  in  1857  and  was  finally  put  into  use  in 
1 859.  This  advance  eliminated  the  use  of  the  compass  point  and  tracing  circles  and 
the  broken  stripe  no  longer  appeared  on  the  coins. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Coin  World  for  allowing  me  to  quote  from  their  Catalog.  I 
would  also  like  to  thank  Tom  DeLorey  for  the  use  of  his  photograph  of  the  Master 
Die  Trial  Piece. 
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P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  215-0806 
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Some  Nice  Seated  Coins  For  Sale 


QUARTERS 

1838  VF   $75 

1839  VF-XF   125 

1840-O  No  Drapery,  VF-XF   145 

1840  Drapery,  F-VF   67 

1840-  O  Drapery,  VG+    53 

1841-  0  VF,  weak  strike,  error  coin    140 

1842  VG   100 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  VF   985 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  F   45 

1843  XF   60 

1843-  0  VF-XF   165 

1844  XF   75 

1844-  0  VF+    110 

1845  VF   40 

1846  XF   63 

1847  VF   34 

1847-0  VF+,  full  head,  nice   250 

1848  F-l-   120 

1849  F   30 

1849-  0  VG+    735 

1850  VF-XF   135 

1850-  0  F-VF    72 

1851  XF   295 

1851-  0  VG,  light  scratch    150 

1852  VF   110 

1852-  0  VG   195 

1853/2  No  Arrows,  F    535 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  Fine    17 

1853-  0  Fine   25 

1854  VF   27 

1854-  0  F   28 

1854-  0  HugeO,  ANACS,  Fine-12   200 

1855  VF-XF   55 

1855-  0  F-VF    125 

1855-  S  VF-XF   240 

1856  XF   50 

1856-  0  VF   55 

1856-  S  XF   350 

1857  XF   40 

1857-  0  VF   45 

1857-  S  XF   395 

1858  VF-XF   33 

1858-  0  VF   50 

1858-  S  XF   485 

1859  F   20 

1859-  0  F   30 


QUARTERS 

1859-  S  F-VF,  weak  strike   $200 

1860  F-VF    25 

1860-  O  VF-XF   85 

1860-  S  F   350 

1861  VF-XF   45 

1861-  S  VF-XF   485 

1862  XF   60 

1862-  S  VF-XF   475 

1863  VF   70 

1865  VF   150 

1865-  S  F   185 

1866-  S  VF   650 

1867-  S  F   250 

1868-  S  VF-XF   325 

1869-  S  VF-XF   325 

1870  AU+    465 

1871  VF   100 

1872  VF   80 

1872-  CCG+    400 

1873  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  F   50 

1873-  S  F   65 

1874  VF   75 

1874-  S  VF   110 

1875  VF   25 

1875-  00  F   150 

1875-  S  VF   120 

1876  VF   23 

1876-  CCXF+    100 

1876-  S  VF   30 

1877  XF   50 

1877-  CCXF   50 

1878  VF   40 

1878-  CCXF+    140 

1880  VG+    185 

1883  XF+    340 

1888  F   250 

1888-S  VF   35 

1889  VG   200 

1890  VF-XF   150 

1891  XF   65 

1891-0  VG   185 

1891-S  F   20 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1859-S  Nice  Good    $160 

1872-S  Nice  VF-XF   525 


Terms:  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  10  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holder. 
Personal  checks  must  clear.  Bank  checks  and  money  orders  given  same  day  service.  Please 
add  $5.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  All  coins  kept  in  bank  vaults. 

Ron  Feuer  •  LSCC  #775 

1006  Fairfield  Dr.  •  Gastonia,  North  Carolina  28054 
Telephone  (704)  365-5348  evenings  after  9  PM 
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The  Day  Miss  Liberty  Closed  Abe  Lincoln's  Eyes 


by 

Joseph  M.  Scheidler 

On  April  14,  1865,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  was  shot  while  watching  a 
production  of  "Our  American  Cousin"  in  Ford's  Theater  in  Washington  D.C.  He  died 
of  his  woundsthe  next  morning.  Out  ofthis  tragedy,  many  stories  and  legends  have 
emerged.  One  little  known  event  connected  with  the  death  of  Lincoln  is  a  conflict 
over  just  who  placed  coins  on  the  dead  President's  eyes.  The  case  of  the  "Lincoln 
Coins"  is  shrouded  in  mystery,  but  a  mystery  that  should  be  of  special  interest  to 
numismatists,  especially  to  collectors  of  the  Liberty  Seated  coin  series. 

At  least  four  people  at  the  President's  bedside  in  Peterson  house  that  April 
morning  in  1865  claimed  to  have  placed  coins  on  his  eyes  shortly  after  he  was 
pronounced  dead  at  7:22  AM.  All  accounts  agree  to  the  time  of  death  and  to  the  fact 
that  Secretary  of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton  said,  "Now  he  belongs  to  the  Ages".  But 
it  will  probably  never  be  known  who  actually  closed  and  smoothed  the  dead 
President's  eyes  and  placed  coins  on  them.  Some  witnesses  claim  that  Secretary 
of  War  Stanton  himself  closed  Lincoln's  eyes,  but  Maunsell  B.  Field,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  writes  that  he  noticed  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  eyes  were  not 
quite  closed  so  he  performed  this  duty. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Leale,  who  had  attended  the  President  at  the  theater  and  during 
the  long  night  in  the  Peterson  home,  said  it  was  he  alone  who  smoothed  the 
President's  facial  muscles,  took  two  coins  from  his  pocket, "...  placed  them  over  his 
eyelids  and  drew  a  white  cloth  over  the  martyr's  face." 

Thomas  McCurdy  Vincent  of  the  War  Department  said  that  he  was  the  one  who 
smoothed  Lincoln's  eyelids  and  placed  the  coins  on  them.  He  wrote  that  he  had 
been  left  at  the  death  scene  by  the  War  Minister  to  act  as  his  representative  until  the 
body  was  transferred  to  the  White  House.  He  claimed  that  soon  after  eight  o'clock, 
" ...  pressing  and  smoothing  the  eyes  of  the  dead  President,  I  placed  coins  on  them 
to  close  them  for  a  last  long  slumber." 

As  sincere  as  these  accounts  seem  to  be,  there  exists  a  small  but  impressive 
collection  of  evidence  assembled  by  United  States  Colonel  George  V.  Rutherford 
of  the  Quartermaster  General's  office,  that  has  strongly  influenced  some  to  believe 
that  he  was,  in  fact,  the  man  who  had  the  honor  of  this  last  show  of  respect  toward 
the  Great  Emancipator. 

This  evidence  is  presently  in  the  archives  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society 
Museum,  and  consists  of  two  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  dated  1854  and  1861, 
blackened  with  age  and  mounted  on  a  piece  of  black  cardboard  together  with  four 
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testimonial  letters  signed  by  witnesses  to  the  coins'  authenticity.  Each  coin  has  a 
hole  drilled  in  it  atthe  top,  above  the  head  of  the  seated  figure  of  Liberty,  and  another 
drilled  at  the  bottom  edge  of  the  coin,  just  below  the  date.  A  black  ribbon  runs 
through  the  board,  through  the  top  of  each  coin,  across  the  back  and  out  the  bottom 
of  each  coin,  then  back  into  the  board.  Between  the  coins,  which  are  mounted  one 
above  the  other,  is  a  black  wax  seal  with  the  initial  R  impressed  into  it. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  1865  Colonel  Rutherford  had  heard  of  the 
various  claims  being  made  by  others  who  had  been  at  Lincoln's  death  bed,  all 
saying  that  they  had  placed  the  coins  on  his  eyes.  So  he  determined  to  produce  the 
actual  coins,  together  with  testimonials  from  three  witnesses  known  to  have  been 
atthe  death  scene  or  closely  connected  with  it.  Rutherford  admits  that  he  first  placed 
pennies  on  the  dead  President's  eyes,  but  that  he  immediately  removed  them  and 
replaced  them  with  silver  half  dollars  from  his  own  pocket.  He  said  that  later,  when 
the  coins  were  returned  to  him  when  the  President's  body  was  taken  away  for  burial 
preparations,  he  put  the  coins  aside  and  later  had  them  placed  in  a  safe  as  personal 
relics  of  the  tragic  day. 

We  can  only  speculate  as  to  why  Colonel  Rutherford  removed  the  pennies  from 
Lincoln's  eyes  and  replaced  them  with  half  dollars.  It  might  be  that  he  did  not 
consider  pennies  quite  fitting  to  close  the  eyes  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  silver  half  dollars  seemed  more  suitable.  Or  perhaps  the  small  cents  of  that 
period  were  not  sufficiently  heavy  to  hold  the  eyelids  closed.  But  whatever  the 
reason  for  exchanging  them,  it  is  known  thatthe  custom  of  placing  coins  on  a  dead 
person's  eyelids  is  an  ancient  one.  There  are  references  to  it  throughout  history,  and 
the  custom  is  sometimes  given  symbolic  meaning.  But  this  practice  was  also  a 
practical  means  of  holding  the  eyelids  closed  until  the  eyes  flattened  and  the  lids 
became  fixed  through  rigor  mortis.  Today  doctors  and  undertakers  use  wet  cotton 
swabs  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  objective  of  this  article  is  to  investigate  the  coins  themselves  and  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  coins  in  the  Chicago  exhibit  were  the  ones  used  atthe 
scene  of  President  Lincoln's  death.  We  might  ask,  is  it  likely  that  half  dollars  dated 
1 854  and  1 861  would  have  been  in  general  circulation  in  April  of  1 865.  It  is  known 
that  more  than  seven  million  half  dollars  dated  1854  had  been  coined,  and  many 
were  undoubtedly  still  circulating  eleven  years  later.  It  is  also  known  that  more  than 
six  million  half  dollars  dated  1 861  were  produced  atthe  three  mints  operating  atthe 
start  of  the  Civil  War  for  the  production  of  silver  coins.  Many  of  these  coins  were 
undoubtedly  still  circulating  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  death  in  1 865. 

It  was  decided  that  it  would  be  virtually  impossible  to  determine  the  mint  of  origin 
of  the  coins  in  the  exhibit  without  examining  the  actual  coins  themselves.  This  writer 
therefore  obtained  permission  from  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  curator  to 
inspect  the  coins  in  February  1996.  A  careful  study  of  these  coins  was  therefore 
made  by  the  author  and  Thomas  DeLorey  of  Harlan  J.  Beck  Ltd  in  Chicago.  It  was 
not  possible  to  remove  the  coins  from  their  cardboard  mount,  but  Tom  laid  an  1861 
Philadelphia  half  dollar  over  the  1 861  coin  in  the  exhibit.  He  found  that  the  reeding 
on  the  two  coins  lined  up  perfectly.  From  this  information  we  can  conclude  that  the 
1 861  coin  was  struck  atthe  Philadelphia  mint.  Perhaps  a  half  dollar  specialist  would 
be  able  to  identify  the  actual  dies  for  the  two  Lincoln  coins  in  the  exhibit. 
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Photograph  of  the  Lincoln  Coins  and  Document, 
Courtesy  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society. 


The  four  testimonials  or  certifications  that  surround  the  coins  are  printed  on  a 
single  sheet  of  paper  and  signed  individually.  At  the  top  of  the  sheet  is  the  title,  Relics 
of  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  Late  President  of  the  United  States.  Assassinated  at  20 
minutes  past  1 0  o'clock  P.M.,  April  1 4th,  1 865;  Died  at  22  minutes  past  7  o'clock 
A.M.,  April  15th,  1865. 

The  wording  of  the  testimonials  is  as  follows: 

Quarter-master  General's  Office 
Washington  City,  September  6tli,  1865 

"I  certify,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  soon  after  the  late 
President  expired,  the  Honorable  E.M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War,  directed 
Colonel  Geo.  V.  Rutherford,  in  my  presence  and  hearing,  to  place  some  pennies 
upon  MR.  LINCOLN'S  eyes.  Col.  Rutherford  placed  the  pennies  upon  f\/1R.  LINCOLN'S 
eyes,  as  directed,  but  immediately  substituted  Two  Silver  Half-dollar  Pieces. " 

(signed)  M.C.  Meigs, 

Quarter-master  General 
Brevet  Major  General  U.S.A. 
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Head  Quarters,  Dept.  of  Washington 
Washington  City,  September  6th,  1865 
"I  certify  that  the  Two  Silver  l-laif -dollar  Pieces,  used  in  preparing  the  body  of  the 
late  President,  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  for  sepulture,  which  were  on  his  eyes  when  his 
body  was  placed  in  the  box  at  f[/lr.  Peterson's  house,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of 
April,  1865,  for  removal  to  the  President's  Mansion,  and  which  were  taken  off  by  me 
on  removing  the  body  from  the  box,  at  the  Mansion,  on  the  same  morning,  were 
delivered  by  me  to  Brevet  Major  General  D.H.  Rucker,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  for 
safekeeping. " 

(signed)  C.C.  Auger 

Major  General  Commanding 


Depot  Quarter-master's  Office, 
Washington  City,  September  6th,  1865 

"I  hereby  certify,  that  the  Two  Silver  Half-dollar  Pieces  delivered  by  me  to  Colonel 
Geo.  V.  Rutherford  on  the  23rd  day  of  August,  1865,  are  the  identical  pieces  I 
received  from  Major  General  C.  C.  Auger,  Commanding  Department  of  Washington, 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  and  which  were  deposited  in  my  safe  on  the  24th  April, 
1865,  for  safe  keeping. " 

(signed)  D.H.  Rucker 

Brevet  Major  General  U.S.A. 


Quarter-master  General's  Office, 
Washington  City,  September  6th,  1865 

"I  hereby  certify,  that  the  Two  Silver  Half-dollar  Pieces  hereto  attached  by  black 
ribbon,  1/2  inch  wide,  and  sealed  in  black  wax  with  my  seal  -  having  an  Old  English 
initial  R,  -  are  the  identical  pieces  of  coin  referred  to  in  the  above  certificates  of  Brevet 
Major  Generals  M.C.  Meigs  and  D.H.  Rucker,  and  Major  Gen' I  C.C.  Auger;  and 
which  were  placed  by  me  upon  the  late  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  eyes  as  directed  by 
the  Honorable  E.M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. " 

(signed)  Geo.  V.  Rutherford 

Colonel  &  Chief  Inspection  Division, 
Quarter  Master  General's  Office 

The  document  with  the  coins  attached  is  dated  Washington  D.C.,  Sept.  21st, 
1 865  and  an  indication  made  that  it  was  presented  to  Col.  Rutherford's  son,  Ralph 
Hurlbut  Rutherford. 

This  document  is  signed  by  men  who  give  every  indication  of  having  sincerely 
believed  in  what  they  had  signed.  Nor  is  there  any  practical  reason  evident  as  to  why 
they  should  sign  their  names  to  a  lie.  There  was  nothing  to  be  gained.  The  document 

would,  in  fact,  receive  little  notoriety  and  would  soon  be  laid  aside  and  forgotten. 
Therein  lies  the  mystery  of  the  document.  How  did  it  find  its  way  from  Colonel 
Rutherford's  Washington  office  in  the  Fall  of  1865  to  the  archives  of  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  Museum  in  the  early  1920s? 
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At  one  end  of  its  journey,  history  is  silent  about  the  relic  as  such.  Nowhere  in  the 
annals  of  Lincolnonia  investigated  by  this  writer  is  its  fate  mentioned,  although 
several  Lincoln  historians  refer  to  the  fact  that  Col.  Rutherford  did  put  together  such 
a  document  with  coins  mounted  on  it.  We  know  from  the  document  text  that  it  was 
destined  to  be  given  to  the  Colonel's  son,  Ralph  Hurlbut  Rutherford.  We  do  not 
know  if  he  did,  in  fact,  receive  it. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  mystery,  the  document  does  not  appear  in  the  Historical 
Society  Museum's  records  until  1926.  Where  it  languished  during  the  intervening 
period  of  more  than  60  years,  and  how  it  made  its  way  to  Chicago  is  a  mystery  we 
will  investigate. 

One  clue  comes  to  us  through  Charles  F.  Gunther,  a  Chicago  candy  manufac- 
turer who  was  one  of  the  mostfamous  collectors  of  Lincolnonia  in  the  country.  There 
is  a  strong  possibility  that  during  his  many  travels  around  the  country  and  his 
frequent  attendance  at  auctions,  Gunther  purchased  this  relic  and  added  it  to  his 
growing  collection.  We  know  that  in  the  early  1 920s  the  bulk  of  his  collection  was 
purchased  by  the  Historical  Society. 

Gunther  was  a  world  traveler  and  avid  collector  of  historical  objects,  including 
paintings  and  books.  We  get  an  indication  of  the  size  of  Gunther's  collection  when 
we  consider  that  he  sentthousands  of  military  objects  to  the  American  War  Museum 
of  the  Greater  American  Exposition  held  in  Omaha,  Nebraska  in  1 899.  All  items  sent 
by  him  are  catalogued  in  the  exposition  guidebook.  His  contribution  stands  out 
prominently  in  the  listing  of  100,000  items  in  the  exhibit. 

If  Gunther  possessed  the  Lincoln  coins  at  that  time,  he  did  not  send  them  to 
Omaha.  They  do  not  appear  in  the  comprehensive  and  detailed  guide  book  put  out 
by  the  exposition  committee.  Many  items  donated  by  Gunther  to  the  exposition 
were  housed  in  the  Lincoln  Assassination  section  of  the  museum  at  the  Omaha 
exhibit,  including  the  pillow,  sheet  and  towel  used  at  the  scene  of  Lincoln's  death 
and  the  flag  which  was  used  to  wrap  the  President's  body  when  it  was  transported 
from  the  Peterson  house. 

A  careful  catalogue  listing  of  Gunther's  treasures  was  not  kept  judging  from  the 
condition  of  this  collection  at  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  85,  on  February  1 0, 
1 920.  An  item  appearing  in  the  Chicago  Daily  News  of  March  26  of  that  year  reports 
that  "  ...  the  uncataloged,  mysterious  and  almost  priceless  Charles  F.  Gunther 
collection  of  manuscripts,  relics,  historical  souvenirs,  letters  and  documents  is 
going  to  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  for  $1 50,000.  Nobody  knows  what  is  in  the 
collection.  Thousands  of  odds  and  ends,  ranging  from  antiquity  through  the 
detailed  historical  past  of  Chicago,  fill  the  treasure  trove  in  the  Gunther  building." 

Museum  records  do  not  list  the  Lincoln  coins  as  a  separate  purchase,  and  we 
cannot  therefore  be  certain  that  they  came  into  the  museum's  possession  at  this 
time.  The  exhibit  has  been  given  an  X  listing,  indicating  unknown  origin.  The 
authorities  at  the  museum  are  virtually  certain  that  the  relics  were  acquired  at  this 
time  but  cannot  explain  the  fact  that  the  source  of  their  acquisition  is  not  given. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  the  President's  widow,  or  his  surviving 
children  ever  knew  of  the  relics.  When  Mrs.  Lincoln  was  finally  persuaded  to  leave 
the  White  House  so  that  the  new  president  could  move  in  with  his  family,  she 
returned  to  Chicago  and  went  into  virtual  seclusion  with  her  two  sons.  Their  scant 
correspondence  gives  no  indication  that  the  Lincolns  were  concerned  with  retaining 
mementos  of  the  President. 
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Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  the  President's  son,  completed  his  education  at  Harvard 
and  became  a  successful  Chicago  lawyer.  Robert  had  written  to  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  in  1885  stating  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  anything  of 
special  value  in  his  father's  papers,  letters  or  artifacts.  He  indicated  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  part  with  whatever  the  museum  could  use  of  his  father's  letters,  notes 
or  other  properties,  if  they  could  clear  the  matter  with  government  officials,  who  still 
held  most  of  these  materials  under  lock  and  key. 

The  mystery  surrounding  the  Lincoln  coins  and  the  document  accompanying  them 
will  possibly  never  be  completely  solved.  Are  the  coins  in  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society  Museum  the  ones  actually  placed  on  the  eyes  of  the  dead  President  on  that 
spring  day  in  1865?  Where  were  they  during  the  years  before  they  showed  up  in 
Chicago  inthe  1920s?  Did  Charles  Guntherdiscoverthem  in  his  frenzy  for  collecting 
anything  and  everything  that  captured  his  fancy?  Where  did  he  discover  this  docu- 
ment and  how  did  it  get  there?  Perhaps  additional  research  will  be  able  to  answer 
some  of  these  questions  surrounding  the  mystery  of  the  Lincoln  Coins. 


I  would  like  to  buy,  trade  or  just  photograph  cuds  and  heavy  die  breaks 
on  all  Seated  coinage  for  my  numismatic  research.  I  will  pay  well  over 
listed  Trends  prices  for  such  items. 


WANTED!! 


CUDS  &  HEAVY  DIE  BREAKS 
ON  ALL  SEATED  COINAGE 


^^~~»^-,.  -'' 

1839-0  Half  Dime 
Retained  Cud  &  Die  Breaks 


1850-0  Half  Dime 


Full  Cud  Over  UN 


P.O.  Box  12722 


Chris  Pilliod 

•    Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 
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A  Liberty  Seated  Treasure  Trove 


by 

Q.  David  Bowers 

It  was  in  November  of  last  year  that  I  began  work  on  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
Collection.  Our  company  had  been  selected  by  the  owner  of  the  collection  to 
auction  the  cabinet  in  two  parts;  one  auction  was  held  in  May  1996  and  the  other 
is  currently  scheduled  for  April  1 997.  In  1 982  I  had  the  pleasure  of  cataloguing  the 
gold  coins  in  this  same  collection,  and  now,  fourteen  years  later,  the  copper,  nickel, 
and  silver  pieces  would  be  sold. 

It  was  a  Liberty  Seated  coin  that  made  possible  the  dream  of  Louis  Eliasberg,  a 
Baltimore  numismatist  who  began  his  collection  about  1 925.  By  the  mid-1 940s  he 
had  purchased  many  coins  including  the  marvelous  holdings  of  J.M.  Clapp  and  his 
son  John  H.  Clapp,  a  collection  begun  in  the  1880s.  A  goal  was  set:  Acquire  one 
example  of  each  date  and  mintmark  of  federal  coinage  from  the  first  year,  1 793,  to 
the  present. 

Coin  by  coin  the  rarities  were  acquired.  Among  the  last  rarities  purchased  were 
the  1 853-0  no  arrows  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar,  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  and 
the  1 841  gold  quarter  eagle.  Now,  in  1950,  just  one  coin  remained:  the  unique  1 873- 
CC  Liberty  Seated  dime  without  arrows.  Luck  was  his,  and  on  November  7,  1 950, 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  purchased  this  coin  from  James  Kelly  and  Sol  Kaplan,  joint 
owners,  and  thus  did  what  no  one  had  ever  done  before:  he  completed  his  United 
States  coin  collection. 

Exhibition  and  Recognition 

During  the  1950s  and  1960s,  the  Baltimore  collector  shared  his  cabinet  with 
many  others  by  setting  up  exhibits  in  banks  and,  at  one  time,  in  the  halls  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  where  it  remained  for  several  months  and  was  viewed  by 
1 .5  million  people!  The  collection  was  mounted  in  durable  frames  secured  to  metal 
posts,  so  that  the  pages  could  be  flipped  through  to  permit  the  examination  of  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  each  coin. 

In  February  1976  Mr.  Eliasberg  passed  away,  leaving  behind  his  family  and 
countless  friends.  His  collection  was  shown  one  more  time,  in  the  posthumous 
exhibit  at  the  Philadelphia  Mintto  celebrate  the  Bicentennial  of  American  Indepen- 
dence. Since  then  it  has  been  stored  in  bank  vaults. 

Liberty  Seated  Coins 

In  the  course  of  cataloguing  the  present  part  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  Mark 
Borckardt,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  and  I  spent  many  pleasurable  hours  among 
pieces  which  in  many  instances  had  been  off  the  market  for  over  1 00  years.  Such 
pedigrees  as  the  Richard  B.  Winsor  Collection,  the  William  Friesner  Collection,  the 
Harlan  P.  Smith  Collection  and  the  Nicholas  Petry  Collection  were  common  among 
Eliasberg  Collection  coins  and  reflect  a  rich  connection  with  some  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  cabinets  of  generations  past. 
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It  became  apparent  that  although  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  had  been  viewed 
through  their  thick  display  holders  by  Walter  Breen  and  a  few  others,  no  one  had 
carefully  studied  the  pieces  under  magnification.  Breen  had  lost  his  notes  on  the 
dimes  and  his  reconstruction  from  memory  often  omitted  many  important  pieces. 
As  the  weeks  went  by,  we  studied  the  dimes  and  half  dimes  carefully,  and  in  the 
process  identified  many  new  die  varieties,  die  states,  and  other  pieces  with 
interesting  characteristics. 

As  it  turned  out,  it  fell  to  me  to  catalogue  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  while  Mark 
Borckardt  was  busy  with  half  cents,  large  cents,  and  pre-1 837  silver.  Andy  Pollock 
spent  his  time  amid  gem  pattern  coins,  and  others  were  closely  studying  still  other 
specialities.  For  two  weeks  or  more  I  was  immersed  in  half  dimes  and  dimes,  and 
what  a  great  pleasure  it  was! 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

The  half  dimes  bore  old  attribution  numbers  to  Valentine  where  applicable,  but 
there  were  also  many  additional  die  mulings  and  unlisted  varieties  in  the  collection. 
Detailed  photographs  were  taken  of  all  pieces  in  the  collection,  and  the  invitation 
is  herewith  extended  to  LSCC  members  to  get  in  touch  with  me  if  they  need  any 
prints  for  research  articles  that  are  to  appear  in  the  journal.  The  journal  was 
consulted  regularly  by  me  in  attributing  the  pieces  in  the  collection,  and  several 
dozen  citations  are  cross  referenced  to  articles  published  in  the  journal  over  the 
years. 

Proofs  were  a  specialty  with  Mr.  Eliasberg  and  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series 
begins  auspiciously  with  a  beautiful  1837  Proof  for  the  first  year  of  issue  without 
obverse  stars.  This  coin  has  the  so-called  Large  Date.  It  also  shows  a  prominently 
repunched  date  including  a  triple  8.  The  difference  between  the  Large  Date  and 
Small  Date  1 837  dimes  is  dramatic,  butforthe  half  dimes  there  is  not  a  big  difference 
in  date  size,  although  the  1  numerals  are  formed  differently  for  the  two  date  styles. 


Proof  Liberty 


Date 

Variety 

Grade 

1837 

Large  Date 

Proof-64 

1838 

Large  Stars 

Proof-64 

1840 

No  Drapery 

Proof-66 

1844 

V-3 

Proof-66 

1845 

V-1 

Proof-66 

1846 

Proof-66 

1847 

V-2 

Proof-67 

1848 

V-4 

Proof-66 

1849 

Proof-66 

1851 

V-1 

Proof-66 

1854 

V-2 

Proof-66 

1855 

Proof-67 

1856 

Proof-65 

1857 

Proof-67 

1858 

V-4a 

Proof-64 

Half  Dimes 


Date        Variety  Grade 

1859  V-1  Proof-60 

1859  Transitional  Proof-66 

1860  -  Proof-64 

1861  -  Proof-64 

1 862  -  Proof-66 

1 864  -  Proof-64 

1865  -  Proof-66 

1 866  -  Proof-66 

1 867  -  Proof-67 

1868  -  Proof-66 

1 869  -  Proof-67 

1870  -  Proof-66 

1871  -  Proof-66 

1872  -  Proof-64 

1 873  -  Proof-64 
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From  the  Proof  1 837  half  dime  it  is  on  to  many  other  Proofs  including  a  little  gem 
1846,  considered  to  be  the  prize  ofthe  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  for  its  decade.  Proofs 
are  nearly  continuous  from  1 854  to  the  end  of  the  half  dime  series  in  1 873. 

Among  other  half  dimes,  Mint  State  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  pieces  are 
included  for  most  dates,  although  there  are  a  few  circulated  pieces  here  and  there, 
yielding  something  for  every  budget  at  the  sale  ofthe  collection.  No  account  ofthe  half 
dimes  would  be  complete  without  mentioning  such  delicacies  as  the  finest  known 
1853-0  without  arrows  half  dime  and  a  glittering  Proof  1859  transitional  half  dime. 

Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

For  Liberty  Seated  dimes  it  is  gem  after  gem,  rarity  after  rarity.  Early  Proofs  once 
again  start  with  1 837  and  continue  through  the  two  prizes  for  the  next  decade,  the 
1 844  and  1 846,  run  into  the  1 850s  and  are  again  nearly  continuous  after  that  point, 
with  a  gem  1859  Transitional  dime  thrown  in  for  good  measure. 


Proof  Liberty 

Date        Variety  Grade 

1837  Large  Date  Proof-63 

1839  -  Proof-63 

1840  No  Drapery  Proof-62 

1844  -  Proof-65 

1845  -  Proof-65 

1846  -  Proof-65 

1847  -  Proof-65 

1848  GR-101  Proof-65 

1849  GR-103  Proof-65 
1852  -  Proof-66 

1854  -  Proof-66 

1855  -  Proof-65 

1856  Small  Date  Proof-64 

1857  -  Proof-65 

1858  -  Proof-65 

1859  -  Proof-63 

1859  Transitional  Proof-65 

1860  TypelObv  Proof-66 

1861  TypellObv  Proof-65 

1862  -  Proof-63 

1 863  -  Proof-64 

1864  -  Proof-63 

1866  -  Proof-63 

1867  -  Proof-63 


Seated  Dimes 


Date 

Variety 

Grade 

1868 

Proof-65 

1869 

Proof  64 

1871 

Proof-63 

1872 

Proof-63 

1873 

Closed  3,  NA 

Proof-62 

1873 

With  Arrows 

Proof-63 

1874 

Proof-64 

1875 

Proof-62 

1876 

Type  1  Rev 

Proof-64 

1877 

Proof-65 

1878 

Proof-63 

1879 

Proof-65 

1880 

Proof-65 

1881 

Proof-64 

1882 

Proof-65 

1883 

Proof-65 

1884 

Proof-65 

1885 

Proof-64 

1886 

Proof-65 

1887 

Proof-64 

1888 

Proof-60 

1889 

Proof-65 

1890 

Proof-65 

1891 

Proof-65 
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Among  branch  mint  coins  the  star  is,  of  course,  the  unique  1 873-CC  dime  without 
arrows  at  the  date,  a  lustrous  gem  that  I  believe  came  from  the  Assay  Commission. 
Other  Carson  City  coins  include  a  high  quality  1 871  -CC  dime  and  Mint  State  pieces 
after  1874. 

New  Orleans  dimes  are  highlighted  by  a  virtually  gem  Mint  State  coin  of  that  rarity 
of  rarities,  the  1 845-0.  The  piece  is  in  a  nice  setting  amid  other  gems  of  the  era.  San 
Francisco  Mint  dimes  from  1 856  onward  are  for  the  most  part  Mint  State  and  include 
a  dazzling  gem  example  of  the  1885-S  dime. 

In  a  future  issue  of  the  journal,  I  hope  to  write  a  few  comments  about  the  Liberty 
Seated  coins  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  from  other  denominations,  including  the 
twenty-cent  pieces,  quarters,  half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  and  Trade  dollars  which  are 
scheduled  to  be  auctioned  in  April  1997. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-S   MS-61,lustrous   $550 

1881      XF-45    295 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1841      XF-45    $265 

1841  AU-53,  PCGS,  lustrous   590 

1 842  XF-45,  smoothed  rev  rim  bumps  1 50 

1844  AU-50    775 

1845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning  ....  390 
1845      XF-45    475 

1845  AU-50,  PCGS   850 

1 846  AU-50,  cleaned  &  retoned   275 

1846  AU-50    390 

1846-0  VF-30,  darl<  original  toning  ....  250 

1846-0  AU-53   1100 

1847  XF-40,  old  cleaning   185 

1847  XF-40,  gold  toning   265 

1848  VF-30,  dark  toning   390 

1848     XF-40,  light  gold  toning   525 

1848      AU-50    975 

1848  AU-53,  PCGS,  gold  toning  ....  1195 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning  ....  $225 

1850  XF-AU,  light  obv  rim  bump  ....  850 
1850      AU-50,  PCGS   1750 

1853  AU-53    925 

1854  XF-45,  PCGS    3250 

1855  AU-50,  PCGS   3750 

1856  AU-50,  average  strike  for  date  .  1050 

1858      Proof-61,ANACS   5600 

1860     AU-50,  nice  toning   525 

1860  AU-55,  PCGS   675 

1861  VF-35    775 

1864  XF-45    575 

1865  XF-40    450 

1867     AU-53,  sharp,  dark  toning   700 

1867  Proof-58    825 

1868  XF-45    425 

1869  AU-53    725 

1872  XF-40    225 

1872-S   AU-50,  ANACS   2100 

1873  MS-60,  NGC,  nice  lustre   975 


Dennis  Newsom  •  LSCC  #872 

P.O.  Box  21  •  Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)  791-4352  evenings 
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High  Quality  Measuring  Device  Developed 

Ron  Kersey  has  reported  that  he  has  developed  a  high  quality  measuring  device 
to  assist  in  the  attribution  of  die  varieties.  He  indicated  that  he  found  the  increment 
lines  on  the  rulers  available  to  collectors  so  thick  that  he  was  unable  to  get  an 
accurate  reading  for  measurements  on  his  coins.  He  works  for  a  printer  in  the 
computer  desktop  publishing  area  and  decided  to  design  a  simple  device  with  ultra 
thin  lines  and  cross  hairs  that  could  be  output  on  a  Linotronic  film  processor.  He  is 
copyrighting  the  device  and  believes  that  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  collectors  and  others 
who  need  a  fine  lined  measuring  aid. 

The  measuring  aid  is  now  available  and  can  be  purchased  by  interested 
collectors  at  a  cost  of  $5.00.  An  enlarged  version  of  the  device  is  shown  below  so 
that  the  collector  can  get  a  better  idea  of  how  it  can  be  used  with  a  magnifying  glass 
or  microscope.  Individuals  interested  in  purchasing  the  new  high  quality  measuring 
device  or  who  are  seeking  more  information  about  it  can  contact  Ron  Kersey  as 
follows:  Ron  Kersey,  P.O.  Box  48214,  Fort  Worth,  Texas  76148-8214.  He  can  be 
reached  by  telephone  at  work  at  (81 7)  581  -8296  from  8  AM  to  6  PM  or  at  home  at 
(817)  232-9231  after  6  PM  or  on  weekends. 

The  Editor 
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Enlargement  of  High  Quality  Measuring  Device 
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An  1891-0  Dime  With  Recut  Date 


by 

Glenn  R.  Peterson 

Recently,  I  located  an  1891-0  dime  with  the  date  recutto  the  north.  Distincttraces 
of  an  earlier  9  can  be  seen  within  the  lower  loop  of  the  9  to  the  right  of  the  ball  of  the 
digit.  The  8  shows  traces  of  an  earlier  digit  near  the  top  of  the  lower  loop  of  this  digit. 
The  base  of  the  first  1  in  the  date  is  notched,  showing  doubling  beneath  the  base  of 
the  digit.  There  is  also  a  trace  of  an  earlier  digit  below  the  flag  of  the  second  1  in  the 
date. 

This  coin  grades  a  choice  XF  and  the  rennains  of  the  extra  digits  in  the  date  are 
very  sharp.  The  date  is  level  and  the  tip  of  the  shield  is  over  the  left  edge  of  the  upper 
serif  of  the  first  1  in  the  date. 

The  1 891  -O  dime  is  a  common  date  in  the  series  and  the  first  dime  struck  at  the 
New  Orleans  mint  in  over  30  years.  This  recut  date  variety  clearly  demonstrates  that 
the  mint  had  not  yet  corrected  the  problems  it  had  punching  dates  into  coinage  dies 
by  the  time  the  Liberty  Seated  series  ended  in  1 891 . 


Recut  Digits  on  1891-0  Dime 
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1891-0  Dime  with  Recut  Date 
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LARGE  PRICE  LIST 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

ALL  DENOMINATIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  215-0806 
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HALF  DIMES 

1851  XF,  nice  original   $40 

1854  1854/1854,  F+,V-3   20 

1855  XF,  original  toning   40 

1856  AU,  lustrous   80 

1858  1858/1858,  VF+,  original. 

obv  scratches   50 

1861  VF+,  blue  gray  toning   20 

1861  VF,  blue  gray  toning    17 

1873-S  F,  nice  light  gray   15 

DIMES 

1838  Good,  nice   $7 

1838  GR-101,VF+,  DDR,  cleaned...  40 

1838  GR-103,XF,  light  toning   85 

1838  GR-106,VF-30,  original   40 

1839  GR-102,XF,  original   75 

1840  WD,  VF,  original   120 

1840-  O  GR-101,  Small  o,VF,  buffed  ...  35 

1841  GR-101,  XF-45,  lustrous    185 

1841-  0  VF/XF,  original   40 

1841-0  VF-30    50 

1843/3  AU-58,  beautiful   300 

1845  A-1,  XF-45,  colorful  toning   70 

1845  GR-101,  VF+,  nice  colors   45 

1845  GR-103,VF+,  dark  toning   49 

1845-0  VF,  neat  planchet  flaw   80 

1846  F,  decent  coin    160 

1847  GR-103,F+,  light  gray    40 

1848  GR-101,  VF-35,  light  gold  toning  65 

1849  A-1,  VF,  original   28 

1849  4/4,A-4,XF   70 

1850  Unlisted,  extra  digit  in  base,  XF  75 
1850  A-1,  XF,  tiny  obv  marks   20 

1850  F,  medium  blue  gray   11 

1850-O  Large  0,  VF-30,  old  cleaning  ..  85 

1850-O  Large  0,  F,  nice   35 

1851  1851/51,  new  variety,  VF   85 

1851  1851/851,1  in  shield,  VF-30  ...  38 

1853  NA,  VF-35,  old  cleaning   285 

1853  WA,VF-30+,  original   14 

1854  XF-40+,  heavy  date   45 

1854-0  A-1,  VF+,  choice   22 

1855  Double  die  obv,  VF-i-   25 


DIMES 

1856     Large  Date,  VF   $21 

1856  Small  Date,  DDO,  XF-45,  original  95 

1 856  Small  Date,  DDO,  XF,  tiny  rim  ding  45 

1856-  0  Medium  0,G+   6 

1857  XF-45+   48 

1857  XF-f    31 

1 857-  0  Medium  0,  XF-f ,  lustrous   1 25 

1858  SP-7,XF+   38 

1858     A-2,  XF,  medium  gray   31 

1858-  0  F,  nice  medium  gray   35 

1859-  0  Large  0,  GR-102,  VF-30,  a  few  marks  35 

1859-S   VG,  original    125 

1861  Type  I  obv,  AU-f,  rev  scratch  ..  80 

1861-S   F+,  obverse  ticks   80 

1864-S  VF,  light  gray,  nice   75 

1866-S   GR-101,  weak  S,G+   23 

1872/2   XF,  light  gray   45 

1872  VF-30+,  light  gray   22 

1873  WA,  VF/F,  dark  gray    25 

1874-S   VG/G-,  dark  toning   20 

1875  Good   6 

1876  Type  II  rev,  VF-30,  nice   16 

1876-  00  DDO,  RevB,AG+   10 

1877  Type  II  rev,  XF,  lightly  toned  ...  19 

1877-  CCTypel  rev,  DDR,XF+    48 

1877-CC  Type  I  rev,  DDR,  XF,  cleaned  . .  40 

1877-CC  Type  II  rev,  VF-30   15 

1880     VF,  scarce    220 

1883     VG+,  original   7 

1886     XF,  light  gray   19 

1887-S   AU,  nice  luster   57 

1888     Slopingdate,  VG  +  ,  nice   7 

1889-S   Large  S,VF+   38 

1890  GR-101,  Blundered  date,  VF-30+  85 

1890  XF,  medium  blue  gray   19 

1891  1891/1891,  GR-103,AU-59  ... .  215 

1891      XF-45,  sharp   28 

1891      Max  Mehl  flip,  XF-45    50 

1891-S   S/S,VF   55 

QUARTERS 

1842-0  Large  Date,  F,  original   $30 

1845/5    VF-30 -f   65 

1853/4   F,  original,  scarce    75 


TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  nnust  clear.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many 
other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 


Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.2,  Box  10,  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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The  Eliasberg  Sale 

This  article  contains  my  comments  on  the  Liberty  Seated  silver  coinage  in  the 
Eliasberg  collection  sold  on  May  22, 1 996  in  New  York  City.  This  was  an  important 
numismatic  event  because  many  of  the  beautiful  pieces  in  the  sale  had  not 
appeared  at  auction  in  almost  100  years.  You  could  tell  from  the  electricity  in  the 
air  before  the  auction  even  began  that  this  event  would  be  special.  Indeed  it  was! 
No  sooner  would  one  coin  sell  and  murmurs  would  fill  the  room  speculating  on 
what  the  next  coin  would  bring  during  an  enthusiastic  bidding  war!  Some  of  my 
notes  and  comments  on  the  Liberty  Seated  coins  that  sold  on  that  eventful 
evening  are  as  follows: 

HALF  DIMES 

Lot  939.  1 837  No  Stars.  V-1 .  Large  Date.  Listed  as  Proof-64. 1  felt  the  proof 
designation  was  questionable. 

Lot  940.  1837  No  Stars.  V-2.  Large  Date.  Listed  by  Breen  as  proof  but 
correctly  identified  by  Bowers  &  Merena  as  Proof-like. 

Lot  945.  1838  Large  Stars.  V-10.  Listed  by  Breen  as  Proof,  accurately 
identified  by  Bowers  &  Merena  as  MS-63. 

Lot  950.     1 840  No  Drapery.  Gem  Proof.  Really  nice,  sold  for  $22,000. 

Lot  952.  1840-O  No  Drapery.  Listed  as  V-1  but  really  a  V-8.  As  such  a 
candidate  for  condition  census. 

Lot  960.  1 844  V-3,  recut  date.  Listed  as  gem  Proof.  Looked  as  such  except 
that  the  reverse  had  several  polish  lines. 

Lot  962.     1 844-0  Large  O.  V-1 .  Really  a  gem  coin,  sold  for  $22,000. 

Lot  963.     1 845  gem  Proof,  sold  for  $1 8,700. 

Lot  966.     1 846  gem  Proof,  sold  for  $1 7,600. 

Lot  967.  1 847.  Listed  as  gem  Proof.  Looked  as  such  but  both  obverse  and 
reverse  had  heavy  die  polish  lines. 

Lot  968.     1 848.  Listed  as  V-4  Proof,  sold  for  $1 9,800. 

Lot  969.     1 848.  Listed  as  V-4  Proof,  but  from  different  dies  than  previous 
coin.  Sold  for  $4,400. 

Lot  973.  1 849.  Listed  as  1 949/8,  probably  9  over  horizontal  9  by  Bowers  & 
Merena.  V-4.  This  coin  was  clearly  and  without  question  a  4/4  and 
9/6.  The  presence  of  this  coin  should  end  all  controversy  concern- 
ing the  V-4.  It  was  gem  BU  with  the  early  die  state  being  extremely 
clear. 

Lot  974.  1 849/8/6.  V-2.  This  coin  was  a  very  clear  early  die  state,  to  me  it 
was  a  9/8. 

Lot  975.  1849.  Gem  Proof,  Unlisted  in  Valentine.  In  reality  it  is  the  1/1  North, 
49/49  South  variety.  These  dies  were  employed  for  proof  as  well 
as  business  strike  coins.  This  coin  was  a  gem  and  sold  for 
$22,000. 

Lot  988.  1 853-0  No  Arrows.  V-1 .  Listed  as  MS-64.  I  didn't  like  this  coin.  I 
thought  it  had  been  cleaned  a  long  time  ago  leaving  light  hidden 
hairlines.  It  sold  for  $18,700. 
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Lot  991.  1854.  Choice  Proof,  sold  for  $19,800. 
Lot  995.    1855.  Choice  Proof,  sold  for  $26,400. 

Lot  1009.  1859  Trarnsitional,  Obverse  of  1859,  Reverse  of  1860,  Stateless 
half  dime.  It  was  a  gem  and  sold  for  $29,700.  A  lot,  but  I  was  the 
underbidder. 

The  Philadelphia  mint  half  dimes  of  the  1860s  were  all  Proof.  Most  of  the  San 
Francisco  mint  half  dimes  were  AU  or  of  lower  grade  mint  state  quality.  This  shows 
just  how  difficult  gem  quality  San  Francisco  mint  half  dimes  really  are  to  obtain. 

A  fever  spread  throughout  the  room  as  the  sale  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dimes  began. 

DIMES 

Lot  1 1 09.   1 837  Large  Date.  No  Stars.  Choice  Proof-63,  sold  for  $1 0,560. 

Lot  1111.    1838-0  GR-101.  Graded  MS-64,  sold  for  $23,100. 

Lot  1 1 1 4.    1 839.  Proof-63,  sold  for  $1 3,750. 

Lot  1 1 1 7.    1 840  No  Drapery.  Proof-62/65,  sold  for  $9,900. 

Lot  1 1 29.  1 843-0.  Gem  BU  MS-64,  and  it  really  was!  The  only  BU  of  this  date 
that  I  know  of.  It  started  at  $2,000  and  ended  up  selling  for  $29,700. 
The  room  was  buzzing  from  the  sale  of  this  spectacular  1843-0 
dime. 

Lot  1 1 30.  1 844  Proof-65.  This  coin  started  at  $1 0,000  and  ended  selling  for 
$88,000.  The  room  was  really  noisy  with  chatter  after  the  sale  of 
this  coin. 

Lot  1 1 31 .    1 845  Proof-65.  It  started  at  $1 , 1 00  and  ended  selling  for  $1 5,950. 

Lot  1 1 32.  1 845-0  MS-67!  This  coin  is  without  question  the  most  beautiful  and 
spellbinding  coin  I  have  even  seen.  It  doesn't  matter  how  it  is 
described,  words  will  never  come  close  to  telling  you  how  beautiful 
this  coin  is.  Everyone  agreed  that  this  coin  was  at  least  an  MS-68  with 
a  chance  at  grading  MS-69!  I  have  seen  some  slabbed  MS-68  and 
MS-69  coins  and  this  coin  beats  them  all.  Superb/Frosty  and  80% 
white.  The  bidding  started  at  $10,000,  jumped  up  to  $20,000, 
$30,000,  $40,000,  and  then  settled  down  until  the  final  word  of  sold 
brought  $90,200.  A  new  record  price  for  a  Liberty  Seated  dime.  This 
price  broke  the  record  held  for  all  of  5  minutes  by  the  1844  Proof 
dime.  Within  an  hour  this  record  too  would  be  gone. 

Lot  1 1 44.    1 852.  Gem  Proof.  This  coin  brought  $31 ,900. 

Lot  1 1 47.    1 853  Arrows.  MS-67  prooflike.  This  coin  sold  for  $1 1 ,550. 

Lot  1 1 49.    1 854.  Proof-66,  sold  for  $20,900. 

Lot  1 1 51 .    1 855.  Proof-65,  sold  for  $27,500. 

Lot  1162.  1858-S.  Listed  as  MS-64.  This  coin  at  first  looked  to  be  a  very 
choice  frosty  white  coin  but  close  inspection  showed  the  field 
around  RICA  to  be  pin  scratched. 

Lot  1166.  1859-S.  \/F-30.  One  of  only  three  Liberty  Seated  dimes  not 
approaching  AU  or  mint  state. 

Lot  1168.  1859  Transitional,  Obverse  of  1859,  Reverse  of  1860,  Stateless 
dime.  Choice  Proof,  sold  for  $34, 1 00.  Again,  I  was  the  underbidder. 
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Lot  1170.  1860-O.  MS-62/65,  cleaned  eons  ago.  It  opened  at  $5,000  and 
after  spirited  bidding  closed  at  $22,000. 

Lot  1 1 74.   1 862-S.  Listed  as  MS-66,  and  it  was!  I  bought  this  coin  for  myself. 

I  have  never  seen  another  1 862-S  dime  in  UNC.  A  true  frosty  white 
gem  BU  coin.  Because  of  its  rarity  and  the  quality  of  this  coin,  I  was 
prepared  to  go  to  $25,000.  I  only  had  to  pay  $14,850.  A  real 
bargain,  at  least  I  think  so. 

Lot  1 1 76.  1 863-S.  MS-64,  sold  for  $5,940. 

Lot  1 1 80.  1 865-S.  MS-63,  sold  for  $3,850. 

Lot  1 1 84.  1 867-S.  GR-1 02,  MS-63/64,  sold  for  $4,400. 

Lot  1 1 86.  1 868-S.  Superb  gem  BU,  sold  for  $5,720. 

Lot  1 1 88.  1 869-S.  Gem  BU,  sold  for  $5,940. 

Lot  1 1 90.  1 870-S.  Brilliant  frosty  gem  BU,  sold  for  $5,720. 

Lot  1 1 92.  1 871  -CC.  A  cleaned  AU  with  marks,  sold  for  $9,350. 

Lot  1 1 95.  1 872-CG.  An  ancient  cleaned  VF,  sold  for  $1 ,650. 

Lot  1 1 96.  1 872-S.  Lustrous  gem  BU,  sold  for  $7,700. 

Lot  1 200.  1 873-GG  With  Arrows.  This  coin  brought  an  amazing  $2,530  for  a 
piece  graded  VG-8. 

Lot  1 201 .    1 873-S.  Lustrous  gem  BU,  sold  for  $7,1 50. 

Lot  1 203.    1 874-CC.  VG,  sold  for  $4,840. 

Lot  1 228.  1 885-S.  The  final  key  San  Francisco  mint  dime.  It  was  a  choice  BU 
semi  Proof-like  coin  that  sold  for  $12,650. 

I  have  saved  the  best  for  last.  The  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  dime.  This  piece  last  sold 
on  November  7, 1 950,  by  James  Kelly  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.  The 
coin  is  presently  unique. 

Lot  1 1 98.  1 873-CC  No  Arrows.  Listed  as  MS-65,  unique.  No  one  questioned 
the  rarity,  but  few  agreed  with  the  grade.  At  some  point  ages  ago 
the  coin  was  cleaned  leaving  a  rose  russet  toning  with  light 
hairlines  underthe  toning.  But  who  cares!  Itis  what  it  is  and  anyone 
would  be  proud  to  own  it.  The  bidding  opened  at  $300,000. 
Several  bidders  stayed  to  $400,000.  The  final  hammer  price  was 
$500,000.  With  a  1 0%  buyer's  fee  the  price  was  $550,000,  a  new 
record  for  a  Liberty  Seated  dime.  Several  people  felt  that  this  coin 
would  go  for  more.  The  surprise  new  owner  of  the  coin  turned  out 
to  be  Mr.  Waldo  Bolen  of  the  Chicago  area.  Mr.  Bolen  has  been  a 
collectorfor  several  years,  but  recently  auctioned  his  dime  collec- 
tion through  Rarcoa  Numismatics  of  Chicago.  This  goes  to  show 
that  it  is  hard  to  shake  the  collector  bug.  Congratulations  to  Mr. 
Bolen  on  his  acquisition.  And  thanks  to  Mr.  Richard  Eliasberg  for 
the  opportunity  to  acquire  a  piece  of  history  as  well  as  the 
opportunity  to  partake  in  this  event.  Lastly,  thanks  to  Q.  David 
Bowers,  Ray  Merena  and  all  of  their  staff  for  the  wonderful 
presentation  and  handling  of  the  sale. 

Larry  Briggs 
LSCC  #255 
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An  1838  V-10  Half  Dime  From 
a  Damaged  Reverse  Die 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

Shown  with  this  article  are  pictures  of  an  1 838  V-1 0  half  dime  with  very  serious 
damage  to  the  reverse  die.  This  coin  is  a  fully  struck  MS-64  specimen  with  a  full  head 
and  full  design  lines  on  every  star  on  the  obverse.  The  first  star,  as  indicated  by 
Valentine,  is  dramatically  repunched.  But  there  is  repunching  visible  on  three  digits 
ofthe  date  not  mentioned  by  Valentine.  The  1  is  repunched  undertheflag  and  atthe 
lower  right  serif.  There  is  doubling  visible  inside  the  upper  loop  of  the  3  and  second 
8,  as  well  as  at  the  left  outside  loop  juncture  of  the  second  8  and  on  the  right  inside 
of  the  lower  loop  of  the  second  8.  The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  both  heavily 
clashed. 

The  reverse  however  is  what  makes  this  coin  so  unusual.  There  is  severe  damage 
to  the  reverse  die  through  most  letters  in  AMERICA  on  this  coin.  This  damage  runs 
down  into  the  wreath  below  each  letter  and  up  into  the  denticles  above  the  letters 
ER  and  IC.  The  damage  to  the  surface  of  the  die  is  indicated  by  the  damaged  field 
on  the  coin.  But  this  damage  also  extends  into  the  depression  for  the  letter  C  as 
indicated  by  the  raised  area  on  the  lower  left  side  of  this  letter  on  the  coin. 

This  damage  is  as  severe  as  anything  I  have  seen  on  a  coinage  die.  Can  anyone 
offer  an  explanation  as  to  how  this  deterioration  to  the  reverse  die  could  have 
occurred?  The  only  thing  that  I  have  seen  that  comes  close  to  this  is  the  damage  to 
the  reverse  die  of  an  1 854-0  half  dollar  that  is  pictured  in  Issue  #34  of  the  journal. 


Damage  on  Reverse  of  1838  V-10  Half  Dime 
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Reverse  of  1838  V-10  Half  Dime 
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Gobrecht  Journal  Article  Index 

Dick  Osburn  has  been  working  on  an  index  of  the  articles  that  have  appeared  in 
the  first  63  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  reprinted  in  the  four  Collective 
Volumes  of  the  journal.  The  purpose  of  the  index  is  to  provide  club  members  with 
a  way  to  easily  identify  all  of  the  information  that  has  appeared  in  the  journal  over 
a  period  of  20  years  on  a  particular  topic.  Computer  searches  can  be  made  through 
the  index  for  a  particular  date  in  a  given  series  as  an  aid  in  identifying  the 
characteristics  of  a  specific  variety. 

The  list  of  services  provided  bytheindexwill  be  discussed  atthe  Annual  Meeting 
of  LSCC  atthe  ANA  Convention  in  Denver  in  August.  An  announcement  indicating 
how  members  can  use  the  index  will  be  provided  in  the  fall  issue  of  the  journal. 
Members  will  be  able  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the  index  for  their  own  use  or  they  may 
make  requests  for  individual  searches  to  be  run  by  a  club  representative.  More 
details  on  the  available  services  and  features  of  the  index  will  be  provided  to  club 
members  in  the  fall.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  index  will  be  updated  upon  the 
publication  of  each  new  Collective  Volume. 

The  Editor 
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QUARTERS 

1 838  XF-40,  brushed  but  fairly  nice . .  $250 

1839  VF-,  nice  coin   50 

1840-O  ND,VF-30,  light  obv  scratch  .. .  125 

1 840  WD,  XF-40,  toned,  not  bad  ... .  1 50 


LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

QUARTERS 


1840-  O  WD,  AU-50,  Small  o,  lightly  cleaned  495 

1841  VF+,  very  lightly  cleaned    125 

1841-  0  XF-40,  blue/rose  toning   150 

1842  Large  Date,  VF-30,  old  cleaning  250 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  VF-30,  original  ....  125 

1842-  0  Small  Date,  VF-30,  Briggs-IA, 

damaged  rev  die,  some  strike 

w/eakness,  lightly  cleaned   3750 

1843  XF-45,  lightly  cleaned   125 

1843-  0  XF+,  Small  0,  cleaned   500 

1844  AU,  nice  coin   175 

1844-  0  VG,  original    15 

1845/5  AU-55,  Briggs-3C,  cleaned  ... .  350 

1846  AU,  Briggs-IB    175 

1847  VF-30,  Briggs-7C   50 

1847-0  VF-30,  unlisted  by  Briggs   150 

1849  AU,  cleaned   275 

1849-  0  VF-30,  lightly  cleaned,  retoning  1950 

1850  XF-45,  Briggs-IA,  extra  1    250 

1850-  O  F-12,  original,  Briggs-1B   50 

1851  XF-40,  light  scratch  through  date  150 

1851-  0  F-12,  original    375 

1852  VF,  toned   125 

1852-  0  VF-20,  cleaned,  retoning, 

rev  scratches   650 

1853  NA,AU,  small  dig  at  star  10  ...  1800  1865 
1853  WA,  VG,  original   12  1865-S 


1853-0  VG-10,Briggs-2C  

1854  F-15,Briggs-3C  

1855  XF-40,  nice  planchet  

1855-0  VF-30,  cleaned  

1855-  S   F,  original  

1856  VF,  original  

1856-  0  F-12,Briggs-7F   

1 856-  S  S/S,  F,  original,  Briggs-4E . . . . 

1857  VG,  original,  Briggs-3C  

1857-  0  F-15,  cleaned,  Briggs-2B  

1857-  S  VF,  tooled  obv,  net  F-12  

1858  F,  original  

1858-  0  AU-55,  Briggs-IB  

1858-  S   F-12,  original,  Briggs-IA  

1859  VF,  Briggs-IA  

1859-  0  AU-55,  dipped,  Briggs-2B, 
some  minor  obv  marks  

1859-  S  VF-20,  nice,  original  

1860-  O  F-15,  Broken  0  rev,  original  .. 

1860-O  AU-55,  nice,  Briggs-IA   

1 860-S   F-F ,  usual  weak  reverse  strike 

VF,  Briggs-6E  

XF/AU,  strike  weaknesses, 

cleaned  

VF-30,  nice,  Briggs-3G  

F,  original,  small  obv  scratch  . 

XF-40,  nice  

XF-45,  nice,  scarce  in  XF-i-  . . . 
VF-,  nice  planchet  


1861 

1861-  S 

1862 

1862-  S 
1863 
1864 
1864-S 


VF,  retoned,  Briggs-IA 
F,  Briggs-IA  


$20 
25 
70 

300 
65 
20 
20 

135 
10 
25 

200 
18 

595 

125 
25 

595 
300 

25 
475 
465 

25 

1250 
35 
150 
150 
300 
750 
175 
210 


Terms:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  1 5  day  return  for  coins  in  unopened 
holders.  Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 


Key  Date  Coins  •  LSCC#1602 

P.O.  Box  272361  •  Fort  Collins,  Colorado  80527-2361 
Telephone  (970)  226-1279 
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An  1851  Dime  with  the  First  1  Repunched 


by 

Ray  Lathrop 

At  a  recent  coin  show  I  found  an  1 851  dime  with  the  first  1  in  the  date  repunched. 
On  this  specimen,  an  earlier  1  is  visible  beneath  the  flag  of  the  first  1  in  the  date.  The 
date  on  this  coin  has  shield  position  SP-4.5  with  the  shield  tip  over  the  upright  of  the 
first  1 .  The  skirt  pendant  is  centered  over  the  5.  The  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  first 
1  is  above  the  right  edge  of  a  denticle  while  the  right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  first  1 
is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  right  edge  of  the  base  of  the  second  1  is  over 
the  space  between  two  denticles  while  the  left  edge  of  the  base  of  the  second  1  is 
over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  date  is  slightly  closer  to  the  denticles  than  to  the 
rock  base. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  no  unusual  characteristics.  The  photograph  of  my 
1851  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


1851  Dime  with  First  1  Repunched 
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Die  Deterioration  for  the  1838  Small  Stars  Half  Dime 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  1 838  Small  Stars  half  dime  is  a  very  interesting  variety  that  goes  through 
a  series  of  unusual  die  states.  It  is  clear  that  the  obverse  die  for  the  1 838  V-1  variety 
was  badly  rusted  and  that  attempts  to  remove  damage  from  this  die  resulted  in 
a  deterioration  of  the  thirteen  obverse  stars.  Al  BIythe  clearly  describes  the 
different  die  states  for  this  variety  in  his  guide  to  the  half  dime  series  but  he  doesn't 
illustrate  the  late  die  state  nor  in  my  opinion  does  he  describe  the  full  extent  of  the 
deterioration  to  the  obverse  die.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  provide  more 
information  on  the  late  state  of  the  obverse  die  of  this  variety. 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  1 838  V-1  Small  Stars  half  dime.  The  obverse 
die  shows  extensive  rust  damage  through  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty,  especially  on 
the  arm  holding  the  pole.  Many  of  the  obverse  stars  are  shallow  and  weak,  some 
show  evidence  of  doubling  andthereiscleardoubling  within  the  3  in  the  date.  This 
coin  has  the  V-1  reverse  with  the  die  break  that  runs  from  the  top  of  the  first  A  in 
AMERICA  to  the  denticles  and  another  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  top  of  the  C 
in  AMERICA  to  the  denticles.  Not  mentioned  by  other  authors  is  a  die  crack  that 
runs  from  the  base  of  the  first  S  in  STATES,  through  the  leaves  in  the  wreath  and 
on  to  the  top  of  the  H  in  HALF. 

The  picture  of  the  1 838  V-2  Small  Stars  variety  shows  the  same  obverse  with 
the  rust  damage  clearly  evident  throughout  the  design,  but  now  with  badly 
deteriorating  obverse  stars.  At  this  point  in  the  life  of  the  die,  many  stars  are  very 
weak  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  this  coin  is  in  mint  state.  There  is  a  die  crack  that  runs 


1838  V-1  Small  Stars  Half  Dime 
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through  the  lower  points  of  the  13th  star  that  extends  up  near  the  arm  of  Miss 
Liberty.  This  coin  clearly  has  the  V-2  reverse  without  the  previously  described  die 
cracks.  It  also  has  the  die  defect  described  by  Valentine  that  connects  the  ME  in 
DIME  and  another  defect  that  runs  from  the  top  of  the  E  in  DIME  to  the  wreath. 

Low  grade  examples  of  the  1838  Small  Stars  half  dime  in  a  late  die  state  can 
provide  some  unexpected  surprises.  Shown  below  is  such  a  piece  in  Good 
condition  sent  in  by  James  Skwarek  that  shows  only  two  obverse  stars.  This  coin 
has  a  full  rim  but  most  of  the  weak  stars  that  were  originally  struck  into  the  piece 
are  no  longer  visible.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  coin  has  been  altered  to 
remove  any  of  the  stars.  Pieces  in  varying  grades  will  have  some  missing  stars  that 
have  been  worn  away  by  circulation  over  the  years.  This  piece  shows  that  the  stars 
around  the  cap  will  be  the  last  ones  to  fade  away  for  coins  in  a  late  die  state.  Any 
low  grade  1 838  Philadelphia  half  dime  without  obverse  stars  should  be  viewed  as 
a  circulated  example  of  the  Small  Stars  variety  with  the  obverse  stars  simply  worn 
away.  There  is  no  record  that  any  1 838  Philadelphia  half  dimes  were  ever  struck 
without  obverse  stars. 


Worn  1838  Small  Stars  Half  Dime 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALVES  FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 


Several  new  coins  have  been  listed  and  lower  prices  have  been  set  for  some  others.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  All  pieces  damage  free  unless  stated.  14  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason.  Please 
add  $3.00  for  insurance  on  orders  under  $250. 1  will  sell  at  prices  listed  or  trade  for  Seated  halves 
I  need.  Write  for  trades.  Send  list  of  what  you  have  and  need.  I  collect  by  die  marriage  and  variety, 
so  there  are  hundreds  of  coins  that  I  need. 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  No  drapery,  VF-20   219 

1840  Doubled  date,  WB-1 04,  XF-45, 

light  scratches  in  field  above  1 8  99 
1842      Medium  date,  WB-1 04,  XF-48, 

shattered  obverse  and  reverse  dies  99 
1842     Medium  date,  WB-104,  borderline 

MS,  full  brilliant  color   275 

1842     Triple  date,  WB-1 05,  lustrous  AU-50  189 

1 842  Recut  date  &  errant  8,  borderline 

MS,  WB-106,  second  marriage  .  475 

1 843  Recut  43,  AU-50,  unlisted,  heavily 
cracked  obv  &  rev  dies   129 

1844-  0   Recut  44,  WB-104,  XF-45    99 

1845  XF-45,  lightly  cleaned    110 

1 845-  0  Far  right  5,  WB-1 04,  G-4,  two 

small  rim  bumps,  rare   89 

1846  Tall  date,  spiked  4,  WB-1 08, 

AU-50,  lustrous    185 

1846-  0  Recut  date,  WB-104,  XF-40, 

first  marriage   89 

1847  Recut  7,  WB-1 03,  AU-53,  rare..  169 
1849      Doubled  date,  WB-103,  XF-40, 

visible  die  doubling   179 

1 849-0  Virtually  no  drapery,  XF-40, 

numerous  die  cracks   59 

1855/4   WB-102,  second  marriage, 

AU-50,  lightly  cleaned   275 

1 855-0  0  over  horizontal  0,  WB-1 02, 

XF-40,  small  rev  scratch    189 

1855-S  Large  S,  G-6,  obverse  scratches  149 
1 855-S  Large  S,  G6/VG8,  lightly  cleaned  225 
1 855-S   Large  S,  G6A/G8,  light  scratches 

in  obv  field   269 

1 855-  S   Large  S,  VF-35,  reverse  shield  & 

wing  damaged,  crudely  re-engraved  325 

1856-  0  Recut  56,  WB-104,  MS-61,  a  few 

light  scratches   249 

1857     Blundered  date  in  rock,  AU-50, 

WB-1 03,  reverse  rotated  20  degrees  1 1 9 

1857-  S   Medium  8,  WB-103,  XF45/AU50, 

Mispunched  1,  damaged  area  on 

obv  shield  and  gown   429 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1 858     Type  1  rev,  AU-58,  extensive  die 

breaks  on  obv  and  rev   $1 59 

1858     Type  1  rev,  graded  MS-60 

by  B&M,  tiny  cuds  along  obv  rim  290 
1858     Type  2  rev,  WB-1 10,  AU-50....  139 

1858      Recut  18,  WB-106,  AU-50   109 

1 858  Blundered  date,  WB-1 07,  AU-53  1 69 
1 858     Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 

VF-30,  WB-1 09,  rare   250 

1 858  Blundered  date,  85  in  denticles, 
XF-42,  WB-1 09,  rare   375 

1858-0  Errant  18  in  rock,  WB-104,  AU-50  119 
1 858-0  Top  of  errant  1  in  denticles, 

AU-53,  WB-1 06,  second  marriage  1 39 
1858-0  Ouadruple8,WB-107,AU-50, 

early  state   169 

1859  Type  2  rev,  WB-1 02,  AU-50....  165 
1 859  Type  2  rev,  WB-1 02,  NGC  MS-63  775 
1866      6indenticles,  WB-102,  MS-61, 

brilliant  with  proof-like  surfaces  775 
1 866  Errant  1  in  hand,  WB-1 03,  XF-42  1 69 
1869  Recut  18,  WB-102,  XF45/AU50  .  169 
1871-S   Verysmalls,  WB-102,  AU-55+, 

first  marriage,  lightly  cleaned  . .  180 

1873  Quad-stripes,  WB-1 09,  XF-40, 

dark  golden  toning    290 

1873-  S   AU-58,  lightly  cleaned   525 

1 874  Large  arrows  over  small  arrows, 
XF-42,  WB-103,  a  few  rim  ticks  .  319 

1 874      Short  arrows,  WB-1 01 ,  Proof-55, 

a  few  light  ticks  in  obverse  field  425 

1874-  S  Small  wide  s,  WB-1 01,  AU50/AU55  490 
1874-S   Small  wide  s,WB-101,ANACS 

MS-60,  a  few  hidden  scratches.  1150 
1874-CC  F12/F15,  rare  date,  minor 

rim  defects   475 

1877     Transitional  rev,  G4/G5,  WB-102, 

light  scratches  in  field.  Transitional 

rev  details  not  visible  in  this  grade  625 
1878-00  Medium  CO,  VG-8,  possible 

pocket  piece  at  one  time   1 99 

1 878-00  F1 5/VF20,  nice  clean  coin   525 


Dick  Osburn 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (713)  334-2476 
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HALF  DOLLARS 


1839 
1839 
1839 
1840 
1840 

1840-  O 
1841 

1841-  0 
1842 
1842 

1842-  0 

1842-  0 
1843 

1843-  0 
1844 

1844-  0 

1844-  0 
1845 
1845 

1845-  0 

1845-  0 
1846 
1846 
1846 

1846-  0 
1846-0 
1846-0 
1846-0 

1846-  0 
1847 
1847 

1847-  0 

1848-  0 
1849 

1849-  0 
1850 

1850-  O 
1851 

1851-  0 
1852 

1852-  0 
1853 
1853 

1853-  0 
1854 

1854-  0 
1855 
1855 

1855-  0 

1855-  S 
1856 

1856-  0 


ND,  XF-45,  beautiful  toning ....  $600 

ND,AU-50    1350 

Drapery,  F-12,  fully  original   43 

Small  Letters,  VF-20,  original  ..  70 

Small  Letters,  AU-50    225 

Small  o,VF-25,WB-1 03   65 

VF-25    125 

VF-30,  iridescent  toning    78 

Small  Date,  AU-50    375 

Medium  Date,  VG-10,WB-105  .  30 

Small  Date,  XF-40    4000 

Medium  Date,  VF-20,  original  . .  50 

XF-40    62 

XF-40    66 

XF,recut44,WB-103   60 

VF-35    60 

AU-55   210 

XF-40,  lustrous   150 

AU-50    260 

VF-20,  some  roughness    40 

No  Drapery,  VF-20   90 

Medium  Date,  XF-40   95 

Tall  Date,  F-12,  WB-106   42 

Tall  Date,  XF-40,  WB-1 06    110 

Medium  Date,  VF   44 

Medium  Date,  XF   80 

Medium  Date,  AU-50   210 


Tall  Date,  F-12,  original  . . . 

AU-50  

AU-50,  recut7,WB-103... 

VF-30,  natural  toning  

VF-25   

VF-30,  WB-103  

XF-40   

VF-25,  recutO,  WB-1 02  ... 

F-15  

AU-50  

F-15,  original  toning   

AU-50  

XF-40,  multicolored  toning 
A&R,  VF-30  


300 
140 
155 
45 
40 
70 
95 
360 
39 
700 
52 
875 
475 
77 

A&R,  XF-40,  original    225 


A&R,  VF-30,  obverse  scratch  ..  49 

VG-8,dark    19 

XF-40    85 

1855/854,  G-6,WB-102   48 

XF-40    110 

XF-40    80 

VG-8,  chopmark  on  reverse  ...  295 

VF-20,  spiked  1,  WB-103   45 

VF-20    35 

TERMS:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15 
Please  add  $4.00  for 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1856-  S  ND,  XF-40,  some  roughness .. .  $1000 

1857  XF-45,  obverse  rim  pinch    50 

1857-  0  F-12,  dark  silver  gray   35 

1858  XF-40,  Type  I,  whizzed    33 

1858-  0  F-12,  original    32 

1858-S  XF,  errant  8  in  rock,  WB-103...  260 

1858-  S   AU-50    275 

1 859  MS-60,  charcoal  &  purple  toning  350 

1859-  0  VF-20,  silver  gray  toning   39 

1859-S  Mediums, VF-30, WB-102  ....  75 

1859-  S   Large  S,  VF-30   85 

1860  XF-40,  lustrous  from  cleaning  . .  60 

1860-  O  AU-50,  Type  II  reverse   150 

1860-S  Medium S, original, WB-102  ...  48 

1860-  S   Large  S,  AU-50   195 

1861  VF-30    37 

1861-  0  AU-50   185 

1861-  S   Large  S,  XF-40,  cleaned   90 

1862  VF-30    85 

1862-  S   Large  S,  AU-50,  cleaned   140 

1862-  S  Medium  S,  AU-55,  WB-102  ....  225 

1863  AU-50,  minor  dig  over  head  ...  160 

1863-  S  VF-20,  slate  gray  toning    38 

1864  VF-25,  original   70 

1864-  S   Large  S,VG-10   25 

1865  VF-20    59 

1865      PCI  AU-50   230 

1865-  S   VF-30    56 

1866-  S   No  Motto,  F-12   195 

1866-S   No  Motto,  VF-20   375 

1 867  AU-50,  small  mark  on  shield  ...  210 

1868  AU-50,  deeply  toned   290 

1868-  S  AU-50,  some  hairlines   150 

1869  XF-40    84 

1869-  S   VF-25    48 

1 870  XF-40,  gold  &  gray  toning   1 00 

1870-  CC  G-4,  evenly  worn   440 

1871-  S   AU-50   190 

1872  VF-30    42 

1872-  CC  VG-8,  not  a  pretty  coin    73 

1872-S   VF-20    85 

1872-  S  AU-50,  beautiful  mottled  toning  325 

1873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  XF-40  ...  150 

1 873-  CC  NA,  VF-20,  nicely  toned   500 

1874  XF-45    175 

1874-  S  Small  wide  s,  XF-40    275 

1875  AU-50,  choice  for  grade   150 

1875-  S  Very  small  s,  VF-25    52 

1876-  S   AU-55    200 

1878      XF-40    85 

1878-CC  AU-50,  very  sharp  strike   2950 

1889     XF-40    310 

day  return  for  coins  in  unopened  holders, 

postage  on  all  orders 


COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
FAX/Telephone  (716)  688-0833 
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Countermarked  Seated  Coins  in 
Brunk  Collection  to  be  Sold 

Rich  Hartzog  has  announced  that  there  will  be  60  countermarked  Seated  coins 
in  the  next  auction  of  the  Brunk  collection.  Dr.  Brunk  is  well  known  as  the  author  of 
three  books  on  countermarked  United  States  and  world  coins.  His  entire  collection 
of  some  1 000  countermarked  coins  has  been  consigned  to  Hartzog  for  unreserved 
sale. 

The  next  two  sale  catalogs  are  free  to  buyers.  Interested  parties  may  reserve 
catalogs  for  $25,  which  includes  both  sale  catalogs,  both  prices  realized,  and  $25 
off  any  auction  purchase  over  $1 00.  LSCC  members  only  interested  in  the  Seated 
countermarked  coins  may  send  a  SASE  for  a  list  of  all  Seated  coin  items  in  the  sale. 
Closing  date  for  the  sale  has  been  set  for  August  1 996.  All  bids  over  $20  are  reduced 
to  1 0%  over  the  second  highest  bid.  Persons  interested  in  the  sale  of  these  items 
should  contact  Hartzog  as  follows:  Richard  Hartzog,  POB  4143BTR,  Rockford, 
Illinois  61110.  He  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (81 5)  226-0771 . 

The  Editor 


Some  Countermarked  Seated  Coins  from  the  Brunk  Collection. 
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Better  Dates  #39 

Mostly  new  purchases,  some  rare  and  unusual.  Accurately  described,  fairly 
priced.  Trades  considered.  Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


HALF  DIMES 


1846 
1858 

DIMES 

1841-0 

1842 

1845 
1845 
1845-0 

1851-0 
1852 
1853 
1856-S 

1860-  O 

1861-  S 
1861-S 
1863-S 
1871-S 

1874-  S 

1875-  S 
1879 


VG,  nice,  hidden  scratches . . 
G-I-,  Over  inverted  date,  nice 


$225 
16 


VF,  Large  0,  PCI  VF-20,  old 

reverse  scratch,  nice   $1650 


XF,  old  cleaning,  deeply  retoned 
VF,  doubled  date,  GR-103,  cleaned 

Ch.XF,  toned   

VG-F,  nice  album  toning,  hidden 

reverse  dent  

VF,  deep  album  toning  

1852/52,  VF,  nice  original  

VG-F,  NA,  obverse  scratch  

VG,  plugged  behind  head  

VG,  weak  rim  above  OF,  hidden 

reverse  mark   

VF,  sharp  &  original  

XF,  a  few  small  marks,  slight  bend 

XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned  

F,  many  reverse  marks,  slight  bend 

VF,  cleaned  retoned   

XF,  mintmark  below  bow,  cleaned 
VF,  nice  gray,  obverse  scratch  . 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-CC  G,  several  small  digs,  slightly  bent 

1875-CC  G,  a  few  obverse  digs  

1875-CC  G,  old  cleaning,  retoning  

1 876     G-VG,  a  few  small  marks  

QUARTERS 

1838     VG-F,  cleaned,  retoned  

1844-0  VG,  cleaned,  retoned,  sharp  . . . 

1 844-0  VF,  light  medium  gray  

1 851     VF,  cleaned,  retoned,  old 

light  scratches  

1860-S  AG,  a  few  old  light  scratches  .. 
1 860-S   F,  sharp,  a  few  light  scratches  . 


32 

26 
35 

26 
53 
20 
60 
75 

310 
195 

90 
130 
10 
95 
15 
160 

$25 
33 
46 
90 

$17 
15 
52 

75 
85 
195 


QUARTERS 

1863  G-,  wear  to  7th  &  8th  stars  .... 

1863  VG,  deep  album  toning  

1870  G/AG,  a  few  light  marks   

1 870  VF-XF,  cleaned,  a  few  light  marks 

1871-  S  AG/FR,  a  few  light  marks  

1 872-  S  F,  several  small  marks  

1880  VF++,PCGSVF-35,  deep  gray 

1882  VG-I-,  reverse  rim  to  denomination 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-O  AG +/G,  Small  0,  toned  

1841      VF,  whizzed,  retoned  

1845  VF,  light  toning,  faint  scratch  . . 

1 846  F,  Over  horizontal  6,  toned  .... 

1848-0  AG-G,  Broken  0  

1851      Ch.XF,  initials  partially 

smoothed  out  

1855     G,  old  cleaning,  retoned  

1 857-S  G,  Large  S,  hairlines  under  toning 

1857-S   F+,  nice  light  gray  

1860-O  Ch.VF,  salt  water  surfaces  .... 
1 861      XF,  cleaned,  a  few  reverse 

scratches  

1 861  -0  Fair,  clear  date  &  mintmark  

1 861  -0  XF,  old  cleaning,  old  small  dig  . 

1871  XF,  nice  medium  gray  

1 872-S   G,  nice  gray,  faint  obverse  scratch 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1850     VF,  cleaned,  a  few  light 

rim  bumps   $725 

1862  VG,  expertly  plugged  at  12  o'clock  400 
1 862  XF,  three  solder  spots  on  reverse  375 
1 870     VG,  mottled  toning,  hidden 

obverse  scratches   95 

1 872-S   F,  hidden  obverse  dent  causing 

slight  bend   250 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-CC  Filler,  numerous  chop  marks  . .  $50 


$23 
38 
30 
130 
105 
925 
260 
150 

$13 
80 
60 

250 
8 

425 
14 
45 

135 
25 

32 
7 

65 
60 
16 


All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage.  1 0 
day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original  unopened  holders.  Layaway  service 
available.  Always  buying  better  dates  and  varieties.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705 
South  San  Francisco,  CA  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 
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The  1873-S  Bar  8  Half  Dime 


by 

Don  Hanson 

During  the  fall  of  1 994 1  took  the  time  to  fill  in  the  half  dime  census  form  prepared 
by  Al  BIythe  and  sent  to  all  club  members  to  report  their  holdings  in  this  series.  A 
request  like  this  gives  the  collector  an  opportunity  to  go  to  his  deposit  box  and 
systematically  study  the  coins  in  his  collection.  I  recall  spending  several  pleasurable 
hours  studying  the  coins  in  my  half  dime  collection  and  recording  the  varieties  of 
each  piece.  Notes  were  made  on  the  survey  form  for  what  I  thought  were  unusual, 
unlisted  or  unrecorded  varieties.  For  the  1 31  half  dimes  I  included  in  the  survey,  Al 
requested  the  opportunity  to  study  1 1  of  them.  Two  of  these  1 1  pieces  turned  out 
to  be  especially  noteworthy.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  describe  the 
characteristics  for  one  of  these  pieces  in  this  article. 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1 873-S  Bar  8  half  dime  with  a  rectangular  bar  in  the 
lower  loop  of  the  8.  The  rectangular  bar  is  bold  and  raised  in  the  field  on  the  coin. 
This  defect  could  be  a  die  scratch  or  the  remains  of  an  earlier  punched  digit.  Does 
anybody  have  any  other  explanation  for  this  rectangular  bar  in  the  date? 

The  picture  of  the  1 873-S  Bar  8  half  dime  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


1873-S  Bar  8  Half  Dime 
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A  Counterfeit  1861  Dime  in  Brass 

by 

Frank  Van  Valen 


I  recently  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  a  counterfeit  1861  dime,  struck  in 
brass  from  very  deceptive  counterfeit  dies.  It  grades  VF  on  the  obverse  and  about 
Fine  on  the  reverse,  though  some  surface  scrapes  are  noticeable  on  both  sides.  It 
even  has  a  reeded  edge. 

When  I  first  saw  the  piece  I  immediately  thought  that  it  was  a  pattern.  Later,  after 
checking  Andrew  Pollock's  pattern  book  for  1 861  issues,  I  learned  that  there  were 
no  pattern  dimes  struck  in  1861 . 

At  first  glance,  the  brass  dime  appeared  to  be  struck  from  standard  U.S.  Mint 
dies,  but  a  quick  examination  under  an  8X  glass  showed  otherwise.  While  the 
design  is  very  good  for  a  counterfeit  coin  of  this  era,  there  are  enough  small 
differences  in  the  legend  to  show  that  it  was  a  fake  from  very  well  made  counterfeit 
dies.  The  coin  weighs  1 .89  grams.  This  is  near  the  standard  weight  of  2.49  grams 
for  a  genuine  silver  dime  of  this  period  after  making  allowances  for  circulation  wear. 

Perhaps  this  piece  was  struck  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
circulating  specie  during  the  Civil  War.  Another  possibility  is  that  it  was  struck  at  a 
later  date  and  backdated  to  give  the  appearance  of  age.  Regardless  of  its 
provenance,  a  dime  went  a  long  way  in  the  19th  century,  and  counterfeiting  this 
denomination  was  probably  well  worth  the  effort. 

This  little  brass  beauty  now  resides  in  the  Van  Valen  hoard  of  odd-ball  Liberty 
Seated  coins,  where  it  will  probably  remain  for  some  time.  I  would  be  interested  in 
hearing  from  any  other  LSCC  members  who  might  have  a  similar  specimen.  As 
usual,  comments  on  the  information  presented  in  this  article  are  always  invited. 
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* — *    Collective  Volumes  Available    * — Vk- 

In  order  to  make  the  information  in  the  early  issues  of  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  available  to  all  LSCC  members,  the  club  has  chosen  to 
reprint  the  articles  in  these  issues  in  hard  bound  collective  volumes. 
There  have  been  three  collective  volumes  printed  to  date,  each 
containing  the  material  printed  in  the  journal  over  a  period  of  five 
years.  The  articles  in  these  collective  volumes  have  been  ordered  by 
denomination  and  date  to  make  it  easy  for  the  reader  to  locate  a 
specific  article  or  to  research  a  specific  date.  The  first  section 
contains  articles  of  general  interest  which  cut  across  denominations. 
Subsequent  sections  contain  information  on  specific  denominations 
starting  with  half  dimes  and  progressing  through  to  dollars.  These 
volumes  contain  many  original  articles  on  Seated  coinage  not 
available  in  any  other  numismatic  books  currently  on  the  market. 

The  collective  volumes  represent  the  latest  available  research  on 
the  silver  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century.  Each  book  is 
attractively  bound  in  a  hard  cover  in  a  7  by  10  inch  format.  All  prices 
include  postage. 

Collective  Volume  Number  One 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  the  first  18  issues 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  December  1 974  and  July 
1 980.  This  volume  contains  almost  390  pages  of  material  on  Seated 
coins.  Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Two 

This  Volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #19  to  #33 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1980  and  July 
1985.  This  volume  contains  380  pages  ofYnaterial  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $29  per  copy. 

Collective  Volume  Number  Three 

This  volume  contains  the  material  published  in  Issues  #34  to  #48 
of  the  journal  that  were  released  between  November  1985  and  July 
1990.  This  volume  contains  470  pages  of  material  on  Seated  coins. 
Price:  $34  per  copy. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  LSCC  and  send  to: 
John  McCloskey,  President  LSCC 
5718  King  Arthur  Dr. 
Kettering.  Ohio  45429 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  would  like  to  make  a  few  comments  regarding  Mr.  Richard  Eliasberg's  partial 
offering  of  his  father's  well  known  collection  of  U.S.  coinage. 

My  attendance  prior  to  and  during  this  wonderful  sale  on  May  22, 1 996  at  the  St. 
Moritz  Hotel  along  Central  Park  South  in  New  York  City  can  only  be  emphatically 
expressed  as  WOW!  Other  exemplar  exclamations  for  Liberty  Seated  dimes  such 
as  1844  PROOF!,  1845-0  MAGNIFICENT!,  1860-O  UNCIRCULATED!,  1885-S 
FABULOUS!,  1886-S  GREAT!  and  1873-CC  NO  ARROWS!  are  simply  a  few 
entrancements  upon  which  my  eyes  were  permitted  to  gaze!  Observing,  studying 
and  enjoying  the  Eliasberg  coins  in  chronological  order,  in  their  top  states  of 
preservation,  in  their  magnificent  beauty,  and  all  atthe  same  time  was  a  remarkable 
capstone  to  my  many  years  of  enjoyable  experiences  while  collecting  United  States 
coins.  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  Van  Valen  of  Bowers  and  Merena  invited  LSCC  members 
to  attend  the  Sunderland  Sale  of  Liberty  Seated  delectables  in  March  1994.  I 
responded  to  his  invitation  by  participating  in  that  sale,  in  subsequent  East  Coast 
sales,  and  now,  in  the  grandiose  collection  of  collections.  The  Eliasberg  Sale. 

My  thanks  go  to  the  many  people  who  provided  the  opportunity  for  these 
wonderful  coins  to  be  offered  to  others  so  that  they  too  might  be  delighted  and 
exhilarated  to  some  degree  as  compared  to  Mr.  Eliasberg,  Sr.'s  experience  with 
these  delectable  lovelies.  The  serious  collector  of  half  dimes  and  dimes  who  missed 
the  opportunity  to  view  and  enjoy  the  Eliasberg  coins  truly  missed  a  remarkable 
collection  and  the  chance  of  a  life  time  to  see  the  results  of  coin  collecting  at  its  best. 
My  advice  at  this  point  would  be  to  contact  Bowers  &  Merena  and  order  your  copy 
of  the  Eliasberg  catalog. 

R.J.  Hammond 
LSCC  #1432 


LSCC  Annual  Meeting 

The  23rd  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  105th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  convention 
will  be  held  at  the  Colorado  Convention  Center  in  Denver,  Colorado  from  August 
14th  to  August  17th  1996.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00  am  on 
Thursday  August  1 5th  in  room  C-204  atthe  Colorado  Convention  Center.  Please  try 
to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of 
Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  journal 
during  the  last  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to 
exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by  the 
club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year,  a  report  on  the 
sale  of  the  new  collective  volume  and  a  report  on  the  preparation  of  an  index  for 
articles  published  in  the  journal.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the  discussion 
on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have  a  brisk,  informative 
session.  There  will  be  copies  of  the  Fourth  Collective  Volume  available  for  inspec- 
tion and  purchase  at  the  meeting. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBJRTy  Seated  Collators  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $1 5.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1840-O  WD  Large  O 
Quarter 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


